Better Than Signs
Exodus 14:31
Introduction
Few moments in Scripture rival the drama of Israel's crossing of the Red Sea. In Exodus 14:31, the people witness one of the most spectacular miracles ever recorded: the sea parts, they pass through safely, and their enemies are destroyed. The text tells us that "When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lord had unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before him. They put their faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses." (Exodus 14:31). It appears to be a high point of faith. Yet, within days, this same group begins to doubt, complain, and even long to return to Egypt. What happened? The answer reveals an important truth about the nature of faith: belief based on signs is often powerful-but rarely lasting.
The Power of Signs
God has always used signs and wonders to reveal His presence and authority. In Egypt, the plagues demonstrated His superiority over Pharaoh and the Egyptian gods. At the Red Sea, the miracle confirmed both His power and His commitment to save His people. These signs produced immediate results: awe, fear, and belief.
There is no denying the emotional and psychological impact of such events. Signs can break through doubt, silence opposition, and create a moment of clarity where God's reality is undeniable. For Israel, the Red Sea was such a moment. Their belief, however, was tied to what they had just seen. It was reactive rather than rooted.
The Weakness of Sign-Based Faith
The problem with faith built on signs is not that it is false, but that it is fragile. When the next crisis arises-no water, no food, unfamiliar territory-the memory of past miracles quickly fades. Without a deeper foundation, fear replaces faith.
This pattern unfolds repeatedly in the wilderness narrative. Despite witnessing extraordinary acts of deliverance, the Israelites continually question God's presence and provision. Their faith rises and falls with circumstances. It depends on visible reassurance rather than internal conviction.
Jesus later addressed this very issue. In John 20:29, He says, "You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me." (John 20:29). Here, He identifies a higher form of faith-one not dependent on constant visible proof. Sign-based faith demands repeated demonstrations; without them, it weakens.
The Strength of Word-Based Faith
In contrast, faith grounded in God's word is stable and enduring. It does not depend on changing circumstances or repeated miracles. Instead, it rests on trust in God's character and promises.
Abraham serves as a powerful example. He did not witness dramatic signs when called to leave his homeland or when promised a son in his old age. Yet, he believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6). His faith was anchored not in what he saw, but in what God said.
Word-based faith grows through hearing, understanding, and trusting God's revealed will (Romans 10:17). It matures over time, developing resilience that sign-based faith often lacks. When challenges arise, this kind of faith does not collapse because it is not dependent on immediate evidence.
Why This Matters
The contrast between these two kinds of faith speaks directly to believers today. Many desire powerful experiences-clear signs that confirm God's presence or direction. While God can and does act in remarkable ways, Scripture consistently points to something greater: a steady, informed trust in His word.
A faith that depends on extraordinary experiences will always be vulnerable to doubt when those experiences are absent. But a faith rooted in Scripture remains steady through uncertainty, hardship, and delay.
The Israelites believed after the Red Sea, but their belief did not endure because it was tied to what they saw. God's goal, however, was not merely to impress them, but to transform them-to move them from dependence on signs to dependence on Him.
In the end, the strongest faith is not the one that has seen the most miracles, but the one that trusts in the strength of His Word.
