God's Desire
Many of David's psalms focus on praise, thanksgiving, repentance, or confidence in God's protection. Psalm 40 contains all of these elements, but verses 6-8 reveal one of David's deepest spiritual insights. Here he moves beyond what God does for His people and asks a more fundamental question: What does God actually desire from them?
The answer David discovers becomes one of the most important truths in the entire Bible.
The Discovery
David writes: "You take no delight in sacrifices or offerings. Now that you have made me listen, I finally understand-you don't require burnt offerings or sin offerings." (Psalm 40:6)
At first glance, this statement seems surprising. After all, God Himself commanded sacrifices under the Law. David is not saying that sacrifices were wrong or unnecessary. Rather, he realizes that sacrifices were never God's ultimate goal.
The key phrase is, "You have made me listen." The Hebrew expression literally suggests that God had opened or dug out David's ears. In other words, God gave him spiritual understanding.
For years David had offered sacrifices like every faithful Israelite. Now he suddenly understands something deeper: God wants more than offerings on an altar.
He wants the person bringing them.
David's Response
Once David understands this truth, his response is immediate: "Then I said, 'Look, I have come. As is written about me in the Scriptures.'" (Psalm 40:7)
Verse 7 is David's answer to verse 6. If sacrifices are not what God ultimately desires, then David offers himself. This is the progression of the passage:
· Sacrifice leads to obedience.
· Offering leads to submission.
· Ritual leads to relationship.
David realizes that the greatest gift he can present to God is not an animal, grain offering, or burnt sacrifice. It is a willing heart.
The Heart of True Worship
The climax comes in verse 8: "I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written on my heart." (Psalm 40:8)
Here David identifies what God desires most. Not reluctant obedience. Not empty ritual. Not outward religion. God desires hearts that delight in doing His will.
This insight places David remarkably close to the New Covenant promises later spoken by Jeremiah and fulfilled in Christ. God's ultimate purpose has always been to transform hearts so that obedience flows from love rather than mere obligation.
Beyond David
The writer of Hebrews recognized the significance of this passage and applied it directly to Jesus (Hebrews 10:5-10). Israel often offered sacrifices while remaining disobedient. David understood that obedience was greater than sacrifice.
Jesus became the perfect fulfillment of that truth. He offered not merely an animal sacrifice but His entire life in complete submission to the Father's will. What David glimpsed, Christ embodied.
Why This Matters
Many believers still think primarily in terms of religious activities. We attend worship, give offerings, participate in ministries, and perform acts of service. These things are good and necessary.
Yet Psalm 40 reminds us that God is ultimately seeking something deeper. He desires people whose hearts belong to Him.
The greatest offering we can bring is not found in our hands but in our willingness to say, as David did, "Here I am." God's desire has never been centered on ritual alone. His desire is a heart that delights in doing His will.
