God's Teaching Style
At first glance, Numbers 36 may seem like an odd chapter to end the book. After rebellions, judgments, wilderness wanderings, victories, and preparations for entering Canaan, the final subject concerns inheritance law and women who own land.
The tribal leaders of Manasseh came to Moses with a concern. If the daughters of Zelophehad inherited land and then married men from another tribe, that land would transfer to another tribe. God's answer was practical and clear: they could marry whom they wished, but within their own tribal clan so the inheritance remained intact.
The ruling seems simple enough that readers may wonder: Why didn't God include this in the earlier instruction?
The answer reveals something important about how God teaches.
God Often Teaches in Stages
Many expect divine revelation to arrive as a complete manual covering every possible detail at once. But Scripture often shows God teaching progressively.
In Numbers 27, the daughters of Zelophehad raised the first issue: what if a man dies with no sons? God answered by protecting their inheritance rights. Later, another question emerged: what happens if they marry outside the tribe?
So Numbers 36 is not a correction of chapter 27. It is the next lesson after the first one was understood. God often gives truth in steps rather than in bulk.
God Uses Real Situations as Classrooms
Instead of teaching only through abstract rules, God often teaches through living events. A family problem became a national lesson. A tribal concern became covenant instruction. Real people with real questions became the setting for divine wisdom.
This remains God's pattern. He often teaches us not only through sermons and study, but through decisions, delays, relationships, responsibilities, and unexpected complications.
God Invites Participation
Moses did not pretend to know every answer. He listened, brought the matter before the Lord, and then gave the response. That shows humility in leadership and dignity among the people. God did not silence sincere questions. He welcomed them. Faithful people still learn this way today. Questions honestly brought before God are often the doorway to deeper understanding.
God Balances Justice and Order
In chapter 27, God defended the rights of the daughters. In chapter 36, He protected the tribal inheritance system. God was not forced to choose between compassion and structure. He upheld both. That balance reflects His wisdom. Human systems often lean toward one extreme or the other. God preserves justice while maintaining order.
God Still Teaches This Way Today
Many believers ask why God does not reveal the whole future immediately. Why not show every answer now? Why not explain every coming challenge in advance?
Often because God forms us through unfolding trust. He gives enough light for obedience today, then more light for tomorrow. Jesus told His disciples that He had more to say, but they were not yet ready to bear it. Growth often comes in portions.
Why This Matters
When unanswered questions remain, do not assume God is absent. He may simply be teaching in sequence. When new challenges arise after old ones are solved, do not panic. God often reveals the next step only when the moment arrives. When life feels unfinished, remember that progressive guidance is one of God's oldest teaching methods. He did not tell Israel everything at once. He usually does not tell us everything at once either.
