Inauguration Guide for Beginners
Leviticus can feel overwhelming because it repeats detailed instructions about the Tabernacle, the priests, their garments, and sacrifices. The repetition often blurs the sequence, making it difficult to see where one stage ends and another begins.
A clearer way to understand these chapters is to follow the process in order. When arranged step by step, the inauguration of Israel's worship system becomes simple, logical, and deeply meaningful.
God Reveals the Pattern
Everything begins with God. He gives Moses precise instructions for the Tabernacle, its furnishings, the priestly garments, and the ordination process (Exodus 25-31). Worship is not invented by man-it is revealed by God.
The Tabernacle Is Built and Set Up
Israel constructs all that God commanded (Exodus 35-39). Then Moses assembles the Tabernacle and arranges each item in its proper place (Exodus 40). The structure is complete before any priest begins serving.
The Tabernacle Is Anointed
Moses anoints the Tabernacle, its furniture, and its altar with oil (Leviticus 8:10-11). This act sets everything apart as holy-no longer common, but reserved for God's service.
The Priests Are Prepared
Only after the sanctuary is ready are the priests consecrated.
They are washed with water (Leviticus 8:6), symbolizing purification. Aaron is then clothed in the high priest's garments, followed by his sons in their priestly attire (Leviticus 8:7-13). Finally, Aaron is anointed with oil, marking him as God's chosen mediator.
The order is simple: washed, clothed, anointed.
Ordination Sacrifices Are Offered
Sacrifices follow: a sin offering, a burnt offering, and a ram of ordination (Leviticus 8:14-29). These represent cleansing from sin, total dedication, and formal installation into service.
Blood is applied to the priests' ear, thumb, and toe (Leviticus 8:23-24), symbolizing that their hearing, work, and walk now belong to God.
Seven Days of Consecration
Aaron and his sons remain at the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days (Leviticus 8:33-35). This period completes their consecration and emphasizes that service before God is not entered casually.
The Eighth Day: Ministry Begins
On the eighth day, the priests begin their public ministry (Leviticus 9). Offerings are made for themselves and for the people. This marks the official start of Israel's sacrificial system.
God Confirms His Approval
The process concludes with a dramatic sign: fire comes from the Lord and consumes the offering (Leviticus 9:24). God Himself confirms that everything has been done according to His will.
A Simple Summary
· God gives the pattern.
· The Tabernacle is built and set up.
· The Tabernacle is anointed.
· The priests are washed, clothed, and anointed.
· Sacrifices are offered.
· Seven days of consecration are completed.
· The eighth day begins ministry.
· God sends fire as His approval.
Why This Matters
This orderly process teaches that access to God is not random or self-designed. God prepares the place, appoints the mediator, provides the sacrifice, and then accepts the worship. The entire system points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills every role as priest, sacrifice, and mediator (Hebrews 9:11-12).
For modern believers, the lesson is clear: God is approached on His terms, but once those terms are met, He receives His people with grace.
