Love That Lasts
Song of Solomon and the Modern Search for Love
Every generation believes it has discovered something new about love, sex, and relationships. Our own culture certainly thinks so. New definitions of marriage, changing sexual ethics, casual intimacy, self-centered fulfillment, and the belief that love should last only as long as it feels satisfying have become common assumptions.
Yet nearly three thousand years ago, Solomon wrote a love poem that presents a completely different vision. Song of Solomon does not argue against competing philosophies because there were none like ours. Instead, it simply celebrates God's design for romantic love as something beautiful, exclusive, faithful, and enduring.
Ironically, what many people dismiss as outdated has proven remarkably durable. While modern ideas continue to shift from generation to generation, the principles celebrated in Song of Solomon continue to produce healthy marriages and stable families wherever they are practiced.
Love Before Sex
Modern culture often treats sexual intimacy as the starting point of a relationship. Emotional commitment, lifelong promises, and even friendship are frequently viewed as optional additions.
Song of Solomon reverses that order.
The lovers delight in one another long before their marriage is consummated. Their admiration is personal before it becomes physical. Their attraction grows within the security of commitment rather than replacing it.
Repeatedly the bride warns: Do not awaken love until the time is right. (2:7; 3:5; 8:4)
Love matures best when it develops according to God's timing rather than human impulse.
Exclusive Rather Than Disposable
Modern relationships often operate with an exit strategy already in place. Commitment is frequently seen as temporary, lasting only while personal happiness continues.
Song of Solomon presents exclusivity instead.
My lover is mine, and I am his. (2:16)
Neither partner belongs to the marketplace of endless possibilities. Each freely gives himself or herself completely to the other.
Exclusive commitment does not restrict love. It protects it.
Giving Rather Than Taking
Modern culture often asks, 'Does this relationship meet my needs?'
Song of Solomon repeatedly asks a different question:
How may I delight the one I love?
Both husband and wife constantly praise, encourage, pursue, and serve one another. Neither attempts to dominate or manipulate the other. Their words build confidence rather than insecurity.
The healthiest marriages are not built by two people demanding happiness but by two people seeking each other's good.
Faithfulness Rather Than Novelty
Much of modern entertainment assumes that lasting romance is impossible. Excitement supposedly comes from finding someone new.
Song of Solomon celebrates something very different.
The husband continues to admire the same woman.
The wife continues to delight in the same husband.
Their affection grows instead of fading because genuine intimacy deepens over time. The relationship becomes richer through faithfulness rather than constant change.
Love Includes Friendship
Many modern relationships begin with physical attraction but never develop genuine companionship.
Song of Solomon presents husband and wife as companions as well as lovers.
They talk.
They laugh.
They admire each other's character.
They enjoy simply being together.
Physical attraction is celebrated, but it never stands alone. Emotional closeness strengthens physical intimacy rather than competing with it.
Marriage Reflects God's Wisdom
Perhaps the greatest difference between Song of Solomon and modern thinking is the source of authority.
Today's culture generally assumes that individuals create their own definitions of love, sexuality, and marriage.
Song of Solomon assumes exactly the opposite.
Love is not invented by human beings. It is discovered within God's design.
From the beginning, God created humanity in only two complementary identities-male and female (Genesis 1:27). These are not merely biological categories but the two God-given ways in which human beings express both their humanity and their creation in the image of God. Marriage joins these two complementary identities according to God's purpose, providing the context in which romantic love is fully expressed and nurtured.
Because this design originates with the Creator, human experience may confirm His wisdom, but it cannot improve upon or replace it. His pattern for love, sexuality, and marriage remains the foundation upon which healthy relationships are built.
Why This Matters
Song of Solomon does not merely preserve an ancient Hebrew love story. It preserves God's blueprint for romantic love.
The modern world has unprecedented freedom to redefine sexuality and relationships, yet loneliness, broken families, anxiety, and relational instability continue to increase. New philosophies have produced many new experiences, but not necessarily better ones.
Solomon's message remains surprisingly fresh because it reflects the One who designed the human heart. Love flourishes where commitment is stronger than emotion, where giving replaces selfishness, where intimacy is protected by covenant, and where husband and wife continue choosing one another day after day.
The wisdom of Song of Solomon reminds us that while cultures continually redefine love, God has never needed to. His design has outlived every competing philosophy because it is rooted not in changing human desires but in the unchanging character of the One who created us.
