Love That Preserves
I Corinthians 13 for Environmentalists
This continuing series, The Many Faces of Love, explores how Paul's timeless words in I Corinthians 13:4-7 reveal the shape of love in every calling and circumstance. Love is the divine motive that brings harmony, healing, and stewardship to every part of life – including the world God created. For environmentalists, scientists, and caretakers of the earth, Paul's teaching provides a spiritual foundation for their work. Creation care is not simply a social issue – it is an expression of divine love. To protect what God has made is to honor His wisdom, His generosity, and His command to "tend and keep" the garden entrusted to humanity (Genesis 2:15).
Love That Preserves: For Environmentalists
The earth is not just a resource; it is a testimony. Every sunrise, mountain, and ocean proclaims the glory of God. To love the Creator is to care for His creation. Paul's description of love in I Corinthians 13 offers a clear moral compass for those seeking to balance passion for the planet with patience, humility, and faith.
I. Love Is Patient – Working for Change That Takes Time
Environmental progress rarely comes quickly. Policies, habits, and hearts shift slowly. Love that is patient endures delay without despair, knowing that faithfulness matters more than recognition. Patience turns activism into perseverance, trusting that God's timing brings lasting fruit.
II. Love Is Kind – Serving, Not Condemning
Kindness changes hearts more effectively than accusation. Love that is kind educates with grace, inspires with hope, and seeks cooperation rather than division. It remembers that creation care is not about control, but compassion – for both people and planet.
III. Love Is Not Jealous or Proud – Stewarding, Not Owning
Pride can twist good intentions into self-righteousness. Love humbles the heart to remember that we are caretakers, not creators. Love that preserves does not boast in knowledge or moral superiority but rejoices in shared responsibility. True stewardship begins in humility.
IV. Love Does Not Act Unbecomingly or Seek Its Own – Balancing Passion with Peace
Love protects without hostility. It does not justify violence or scorn in pursuit of a noble cause. Love acts honorably, showing that moral integrity matters as much as ecological success. It seeks God's glory, not personal validation.
V. Love Bears, Believes, Hopes, and Endures All Things – Trusting the Creator to Restore Creation
Love believes that the Creator will one day renew all things (Revelation 21:5). It bears the frustration of limited progress, believes in redemption even for a broken world, hopes in the healing power of God's Spirit, and endures knowing that the earth's future is safe in His hands.
Why This Matters
Love that preserves reminds us that creation care is not political – it is spiritual. To protect the earth is to reflect the Creator's own heart. When done in love, stewardship becomes worship, advocacy becomes ministry, and hope becomes testimony. The world does not just need managers – it needs lovers of God who protect His work with humility and faith.
