Two Peoples, One Purpose
Jeremiah has taken us from Judah's final years through Jerusalem's destruction and into the promise of restoration. Along the way we have watched God discipline His covenant people while promising something far greater than a return from exile-a New Covenant written on human hearts.
As this journey ends, one important question remains. If the New Covenant has replaced the old, what role, if any, do the Jewish people still play in God's plan? Have they simply disappeared from the biblical story, or does their continued existence still serve a purpose?
The New Testament answers that question with remarkable balance.
A People of Witness
The Jewish people occupy a unique place in history that no other nation can claim.
God chose Abraham's descendants to receive His covenant, preserve His Law, produce the prophets, and ultimately bring the Messiah into the world. Through them God revealed Himself to humanity.
Although most of Israel did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah, their historical role did not suddenly lose its significance.
To this day, the continued existence of the Jewish people stands as a living testimony that God's promises are trustworthy.
Their preservation through exile, persecution, dispersion, and repeated attempts at destruction confirms what Jeremiah and the other prophets foretold. Their history reminds every generation that the Bible records real people, real kingdoms, and real acts of God in history.
In that sense, the Jewish people continue to bear witness-not because they remain under the covenant established at Sinai, but because their very existence points to the God who called them.
A People of Covenant
Jeremiah's greatest promise was not merely Israel's return from Babylon.
It was the coming of a completely new covenant.
Jesus declared that covenant at the Last Supper, and through His death and resurrection He established the relationship Jeremiah had foreseen.
Membership in God's covenant family is no longer determined by physical descent from Abraham.
It is received through faith in Jesus Christ.
Believing Jews and believing Gentiles now stand together as one people in Christ.
The church is not a second covenant existing beside Israel, nor is it simply another nation replacing Israel. It is the fulfillment of God's long-planned purpose to unite all believers under the New Covenant promised through Jeremiah.
One God, One Plan
This distinction helps us avoid two common misunderstandings.
One mistake is to imagine that God now has two separate covenant peoples operating alongside one another.
The other is to conclude that the Jewish people no longer have any significance in God's unfolding purposes.
Scripture teaches neither.
Instead, God's redemptive plan has always moved toward one Savior, one gospel, and one covenant. Yet the Jewish people continue to remind the world where that story began.
The church proclaims where that story has arrived.
Until Christ Returns
As history moves toward its conclusion, both communities continue to serve God's purposes in different ways.
The Jewish people remain a remarkable witness to God's faithfulness throughout history. Their survival demonstrates that the God who called Abraham continues to govern history exactly as He promised.
The church carries the New Covenant to the nations. It proclaims forgiveness through Christ, invites all people into God's family, and eagerly awaits the return of the King.
Together they tell one story.
The Jewish people testify that God keeps His promises through history.
The church proclaims that those promises have found their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.
Why This Matters
Jeremiah closes with hope, not merely because Israel survived exile, but because God fulfilled His greatest promise through Christ.
The continued existence of the Jewish people reminds us that God's Word never fails. The existence of the church reminds us that God's greatest promise has already begun to be fulfilled.
One bears witness to God's faithfulness across history.
The other lives within the blessings of the covenant toward which that history was always moving.
Both direct our attention to the same Lord, who will one day bring history itself to its glorious conclusion.
