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1. 
Introduction and 
Inaugural Vision 
EZEKIEL 1-3 

I'm	 transitioning	 from	 Jeremiah	 and	 Lamentations	 to	 Ezekiel,	
focusing	 on	 the	 Babylonian	 exile.	 Ezekiel,	 a	 priest,	 pens	 his	
prophetic	book,	blending	visions	and	vivid	imagery.	His	insights	
forge	a	link	from	past	woes	to	future	restoration,	nourishing	the	
faith	 of	 the	 exiled.	 Ezekiel's	 priestly	 perspective	 enriches	 the	
narrative,	offering	a	profound	commentary	on	 the	continuity	of	
prophetic	themes.	

Ezekiel's	captivity	began	in	597	BC,	close	to	the	Kebar	River.	His	
priestly	lineage	and	the	book's	timeline	from	593	to	571	BC	align	
with	historical	events	and	internal	indicators.	
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TRANSITION FROM JEREMIAH AND LAMENTATIONS  
TO EZEKIEL 

In	 our	 studies	 of	 Jeremiah	 and	 Lamentations,	we	 examined	 the	
prophetic	warnings	and	emotional	laments	surrounding	the	fall	of	
Jerusalem	in	586	BC.	

Jeremiah's	messages	forecasted	Judah's	downfall	at	the	hands	of	
the	 Babylonians	 due	 to	 pervasive	 idolatry	 and	 rebellion,	 and	
Lamentations	 captured	 the	 sorrow	 and	 desolation	 of	 a	 once-
glorious	city	lying	in	ruins.	

As	we	move	from	these	books	into	the	Book	of	Ezekiel,	we	remain	
in	 the	 same	 historical	 landscape,	 the	 tumultuous	 period	 of	
Babylon's	dominance	over	the	kingdom	of	Judah,	but	we	now	shift	
our	vantage	point	from	those	left	in	the	land	(as	Jeremiah	was)	to	
those	living	in	exile.	

BACKGROUND ON EZEKIEL 

Unlike	 Jeremiah,	 who	 remained	 in	 Jerusalem	 until	 its	 capture,	
Ezekiel	 prophesied	 among	 the	 first	 wave	 of	 exiles	 taken	 to	
Babylon	around	597	BC.	

the	word	of	the	Lord	came	expressly	to	Ezekiel	the	
priest,	son	of	Buzi,	in	the	land	of	the	Chaldeans	by	the	
river	Chebar;	and	there	the	hand	of	the	Lord	came	
upon	him.)	
-	Ezekiel	1:3	

This	 passage	 introduces	 him	 as	 "the	 priest,	 the	 son	 of	 Buzi,"	
indicating	 his	 priestly	 heritage,	 a	 detail	 reflected	 in	 his	 intense	
concern	for	temple	holiness,	cleanliness,	and	proper	worship.	He	
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lived	among	the	deported	community	by	the	Kebar	(or	Chebar)	
River,	likely	near	the	city	of	Nippur	in	southern	Mesopotamia.	

• Priestly	Focus:	His	background	as	a	priest	is	evident	in	
the	 themes	 of	 temple	 defilement	 and	 restoration	
throughout	the	book	(e.g.,	ch.	8-11,	40-48).	

• Life	in	Exile:	Although	stripped	of	the	ability	to	serve	in	
the	 Jerusalem	 temple,	 Ezekiel	 continued	 a	 priestly-
prophetic	role,	conveying	God's	word	to	a	displaced	and	
often	stubborn	community.	

AUTHORSHIP AND DATING 

Most	conservative	and	historical-critical	scholars	alike	affirm	that	
the	 Book	 of	 Ezekiel	 is	 substantially	 the	 work	 of	 the	 prophet	
Ezekiel	himself.	Several	lines	of	evidence	support	his	authorship:	

A. First-Person Narratives 
The	 text	 frequently	 shifts	 into	 first-person	 speech,	 such	 as	 "I,	
Ezekiel,	 was	 among	 the	 exiles"	 (Ezekiel	 1:1),	 aligning	 with	
autobiographical	style.	

B. Timestamped Oracles 
Ezekiel's	prophecies	come	with	clear	chronological	markers	(e.g.,	
"in	 the	 fifth	 year	 of	 King	 Jehoiachin's	 exile"	 in	 Ezekiel	 1:2),	
pinpointing	events	to	a	span	from	approximately	593	BC	to	571	
BC.	 These	 dated	 oracles	 align	 with	 known	 historical	 moments	
under	Babylonian	rule.	
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C. Consistent Theological Emphases 
Recurring	 themes,	 God's	 glory,	 temple	 holiness,	 personal	
responsibility,	demonstrate	a	coherent	outlook	throughout	the	48	
chapters,	suggesting	a	unified	authorship	rather	than	a	patchwork	
from	multiple	contributors.	

Approximate Timeline 

• 593	BC:	The	earliest	recorded	prophecy	(Ezekiel	1:2-3).	

• 586	BC:	The	fall	of	Jerusalem,	an	event	Ezekiel	references	
as	a	turning	point	(Ezekiel	24).	

• 571	 BC:	 The	 latest	 recorded	 date	 (Ezekiel	 29:17),	
indicating	at	least	22	years	of	prophetic	ministry	in	exile.	

While	 a	 final	 editorial	 process	 could	 have	 shaped	 the	 book's	
structure,	the	overwhelming	internal	evidence	points	to	Ezekiel	as	
the	primary	author,	writing	under	the	inspiration	of	God's	Spirit.	

His	 perspective	 as	 both	 priest	 and	 prophet	 provides	 a	 unique	
voice,	one	grounded	in	Jerusalem's	temple	traditions	yet	forced	to	
declare	God's	judgment	and	restoration	from	a	foreign	land.	

Having	surveyed	the	sorrowful	conclusions	of	 Jeremiah	and	the	
poetic	grief	of	Lamentations,	we	now	enter	Ezekiel,	where	we	will	
witness	 God's	 stunning	 self-revelations,	 His	 throne-chariot	
appearing	 by	 the	 rivers	 of	 Babylon,	 His	 scathing	 indictments	
against	sin,	and	ultimately	His	promise	to	restore	both	temple	and	
people.	

This	 transition	 reminds	 us	 that	 though	 Jerusalem's	 walls	 have	
crumbled,	 the	 Lord's	 purposes	 continue	 among	 His	 exiled	
community.	 We	 will	 see	 how	 God's	 holiness,	 sovereignty,	 and	
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covenant	faithfulness	shine	through	the	darkness	of	displacement,	
paving	the	way	for	hope	in	future	restoration.	

I. Introduction and Inaugural Vision 
(Ezekiel 1-3) 

1. Historical Context and Background 
The	Book	 of	 Ezekiel	 is	 set	 during	 a	 turbulent	 period	 in	 Judah's	
history.	 The	 Babylonian	 Empire	 was	 rising	 to	 power	 and	
eventually	 destroyed	 Jerusalem	 in	 586	 BC.	 Ezekiel	 himself	was	
among	the	exiles	taken	to	Babylon	around	597	BC,	before	the	final	
fall	of	the	city.	

This	period	of	loss,	displacement,	and	political	upheaval	forms	the	
background	of	his	prophecies.	Ezekiel	came	from	a	priestly	family,	
which	is	significant	because	his	vision	and	messages	often	reflect	
a	priestly	concern	for	God's	holiness	and	proper	worship.	Major	
themes	emerge	right	from	the	outset:	

God's	 absolute	 sovereignty,	 the	 inevitability	 of	 judgment	 on	
persistent	sin,	and	the	promise	that	God's	glory,	though	seemingly	
withdrawn,	will	return.	The	structure	of	Ezekiel	divides	into	three	
broad	segments:	

1. Judgment	on	Judah	–	Ezekiel	1-24	

2. Judgment	on	foreign	nations	–	Ezekiel	25-32	

3. Prophecies	of	Israel's	restoration	–	Ezekiel	33-48	
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2. Ezekiel's Inaugural Vision and Call (Ch. 1-3) 
Ezekiel's	call	narrative	spans	these	first	three	chapters	and	begins	
with	one	of	the	most	vivid	visions	in	Scripture:	the	appearance	of	
God's	glory	 in	Babylon.	This	 is	 immediately	arresting	because	it	
locates	God's	presence	outside	Jerusalem,	demonstrating	that	the	
Lord	is	not	confined	to	the	temple	or	to	the	borders	of	Judah.	

3. Vision of the Glory of God (Ch. 1) 
Whirlwind,	four	living	creatures,	wheels	within	wheels	Ezekiel	1	
opens	with	a	majestic	vision:	"the	heavens	were	opened,	and	I	saw	
visions	of	God"	(1:1).	He	sees	a	whirlwind	coming	from	the	north,	
a	direction	often	associated	with	invasion	or	judgment.	

In	the	midst	of	this	storm	are	four	living	creatures,	later	identified	
as	cherubim	(10:15),	each	with	 four	 faces	and	 four	wings	(1:6).	
Their	faces	represent	different	aspects	of	creation,	a	human	face,	
a	lion,	an	ox,	and	an	eagle,	symbolizing	God's	sovereign	rule	over	
all	forms	of	life.	

Beneath	 these	 creatures	 are	 wheels	 described	 as	 "a	 wheel	
intersecting	 a	 wheel"	 (1:16).	 The	 complexity	 of	 the	 wheels'	
movement,	which	can	go	in	any	direction	without	turning	(1:17),	
conveys	that	God's	Spirit	and	presence	are	not	restricted.	

These	wheels	and	creatures	support	what	appears	to	be	a	divine	
throne	above	them:	"There	was	something	like	a	throne…	and	on	
that	throne,	high	above,	was	a	figure	like	that	of	a	man"	(1:26).	The	
majestic	 radiance	 around	 this	 figure	 resembles	 a	 rainbow	on	 a	
rainy	day,	capturing	the	awe	and	splendor	of	God's	glory	(1:28).	
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4. Significance of God's throne/chariot  
appearing in Babylon 
One	of	the	most	striking	aspects	of	this	vision	is	that	it	occurs	in	
Babylon,	 not	 in	 the	 Jerusalem	 temple.	 This	 reveals	 God's	
sovereignty	and	omnipresence,	He	is	not	limited	by	geography	or	
Israel's	national	boundaries.	Even	in	exile,	God's	covenant	people	
are	not	abandoned.	

The	glory	departing	from	the	temple	(seen	fully	in	chapters	8-11)	
will	 parallel	 this	 first	 appearance,	 emphasizing	 that	 God	 alone	
controls	where	His	presence	dwells.	 For	Ezekiel	 and	 the	 exiles,	
this	 vision	 challenges	 any	 assumption	 that	 God	 is	 defeated	 by	
Babylon	 or	 absent	 from	 His	 people;	 rather,	 He	 is	 powerfully	
present	and	still	orchestrating	events	for	His	purposes.	

5. The Prophet's Commission (Ch. 2-3) 
God	 calls	 Ezekiel	 to	 speak	 to	 a	 rebellious	 house	 Following	 the	
overwhelming	vision	of	the	throne-chariot,	Ezekiel	hears	the	voice	
of	God	commissioning	him:	"Son	of	man,	stand	up	on	your	feet	and	
I	will	 speak	 to	 you"	 (2:1).	 This	 title,	 "son	 of	man,"	 underscores	
Ezekiel's	humanity	in	the	presence	of	divine	majesty.	

God	 sends	 him	 to	 "the	 Israelites,	 to	 a	 rebellious	 nation"	 (2:3),	
indicating	 that	 the	 people,	 though	 exiled,	 have	 not	 humbled	
themselves.	 Ezekiel's	 task	 is	 to	 deliver	 God's	 words	 faithfully,	
regardless	of	the	people's	responsiveness.	
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6. Eating the scroll, internalizing God's message 

1	Then	He	said	to	me,	"Son	of	man,	eat	what	you	find;	
eat	this	scroll,	and	go,	speak	to	the	house	of	Israel."	2	So	
I	opened	my	mouth,	and	He	fed	me	this	scroll.	3	He	said	
to	me,	"Son	of	man,	feed	your	stomach	and	fill	your	
body	with	this	scroll	which	I	am	giving	you."	Then	I	ate	
it,	and	it	was	sweet	as	honey	in	my	mouth.	
-	Ezekiel	3:1-3	

The	prophet	is	told	to	eat	a	scroll	inscribed	with	"words	of	lament	
and	 mourning	 and	 woe"	 (2:10).	 Surprisingly,	 as	 he	 eats	 it,	 "it	
tasted	as	sweet	as	honey	in	my	mouth"	(3:3).	

This	 action	 symbolizes	 that	 before	 Ezekiel	 can	 proclaim	 God's	
message	 to	 others,	 he	must	 first	 fully	 absorb	 it	 himself.	 It	 also	
suggests	that	the	Word	of	God,	even	when	speaking	of	judgment,	
is	ultimately	sweet	and	life-giving	to	those	who	receive	it.	

7. Watchman theme introduced (3:16-21) 
God	further	instructs	Ezekiel	that	he	is	a	"watchman"	for	the	house	
of	 Israel.	 In	 ancient	 times,	 a	 watchman	 stood	 on	 city	 walls,	
scanning	the	horizon	for	approaching	danger.	Similarly,	Ezekiel	is	
accountable	to	warn	the	people	of	coming	judgment.	"When	I	say	
to	 a	wicked	 person,	 'You	will	 surely	 die,'	 and	 you	 do	 not	warn	
them…	I	will	hold	you	accountable	for	their	blood"	(3:18).	

The	watchman	theme	highlights	both	the	urgency	of	declaring	the	
truth	and	the	personal	responsibility	Ezekiel	bears.	If	he	fails	to	
warn,	 he	 shares	 in	 the	 guilt	 of	 the	 unrepentant;	 if	 he	 warns	
faithfully,	he	fulfills	his	duty,	even	if	the	people	ignore	him.	
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8. God's overwhelming holiness 
The	opening	vision	underscores	 the	 intensity	of	God's	holiness.	
The	storm,	 the	cherubim,	and	 the	radiant	presence	all	proclaim	
that	 God	 is	 set	 apart	 from	 and	 above	 every	 created	 thing.	 This	
holiness	demands	reverence	and	underscores	the	seriousness	of	
sin.	

9. The authority of God's call on Ezekiel 
Ezekiel's	 commission	 is	 not	 self-appointed.	 The	 vision	 of	 the	
throne-chariot	 emphasizes	 that	 this	message	and	mission	 come	
directly	from	the	Almighty.	Ezekiel	must	speak	regardless	of	how	
people	respond,	because	the	authority	rests	in	God's	word,	not	in	
human	acceptance.	

10. The seriousness of proclaiming  
judgment and hope 
Ezekiel's	 role	 as	 a	 watchman	 shows	 that	 proclaiming	 God's	
message,	whether	of	impending	judgment	or	future	restoration,	is	
a	matter	of	life	and	death.	God	longs	for	repentance,	but	He	also	
holds	 His	 messenger	 responsible	 for	 delivering	 truth.	 This	
intertwines	hope	(God	wants	to	save)	with	gravity	(those	who	do	
not	heed	the	warning	face	dire	consequences).	

In	summary,	Ezekiel's	opening	chapters	lay	a	firm	foundation	for	
all	 that	 follows:	the	transcendent,	sovereign	God	commissions	a	
prophet	to	warn	a	stubborn	people,	yet	offers	them	hope	if	they	
turn	back.	Even	in	exile,	God's	glory	is	undiminished	and	His	word	
remains	the	final	authority.	
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LESSONS 

1. A Watchman to the World: 
The Church's Prophetic Calling 
Ezekiel	was	 commissioned	 as	 a	 "watchman"	 to	warn	his	 fellow	
exiles	 of	 impending	 judgment	 (Ezekiel	 3:16-21).	 He	 bore	 the	
responsibility	of	declaring	God's	truth,	whether	people	heeded	it	
or	not.	

In	 the	 modern	 era,	 the	 Church	 similarly	 stands	 as	 a	 prophetic	
witness	among	the	nations,	holding	out	both	the	warning	of	sin's	
consequences	and	the	hope	found	in	Christ.	Like	Ezekiel,	believers	
today	are	not	merely	passive	observers	but	active	messengers	of	
God's	 redemptive	word,	 entrusted	with	 proclaiming	 the	 gospel	
and	interceding	for	the	world's	transformation.	

2. Exiles in a Foreign Land:  
Christians in an Unbelieving World 
Ezekiel	prophesied	in	Babylon,	far	from	the	temple	he	loved,	yet	
God's	 presence	 was	 not	 diminished	 by	 physical	 displacement	
(Ezekiel	1:1-3).	In	the	New	Testament,	Christians	are	described	as	
"strangers	and	exiles"	on	earth	(I	Peter	2:11).	Living	in	a	culture	
often	at	odds	with	biblical	faith,	believers	can	take	heart	that	God's	
glory	and	sovereignty	transcend	any	national	boundary	or	hostile	
environment.	

Just	as	Ezekiel	experienced	the	reality	of	God's	presence	in	exile,	
Christians	today	can	affirm,	"The	Lord	is	there"	(Ezekiel	48:35),	
no	matter	 how	 spiritually	 foreign	 the	 surrounding	 culture	may	
feel.	 God's	 Spirit	 sustains	 His	 people,	 enabling	 them	 to	 remain	
faithful	ambassadors	of	His	truth	and	love.	
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3. Leading with Integrity:  
Lessons for Modern Church Leaders 
Ezekiel	ministered	among	a	rebellious	and	disheartened	people,	
faithfully	 conveying	 God's	 message	 of	 both	 judgment	 and	
restoration	 (Ezekiel	 2:3-7;	 Ezekiel	 34:1-10).	 In	 the	 same	 way,	
today's	 church	 leaders	 (elders,	ministers,	 and	other	 shepherds)	
bear	 the	 responsibility	 to	 care	 for	 the	 flock	 with	 integrity	 and	
courage.	

They	 must	 confront	 sin	 and	 idolatry	 in	 the	 church,	 akin	 to	
Ezekiel's	 bold	 exposure	 of	 temple	 corruption	 (Ezekiel	 8),	while	
also	 offering	 hope	 in	 God's	 power	 to	 restore	 hearts	 (Ezekiel	
36:26).	Servant	leaders,	like	Ezekiel,	are	called	to	stand	in	the	gap,	
interceding	for	those	under	their	care	and	equipping	believers	to	
remain	faithful	in	a	world	that	often	ignores	God's	truth.	

Through	 humility,	 prayer,	 and	 commitment	 to	 God's	 Word,	
modern	 church	 leaders	 echo	 Ezekiel's	 spirit	 by	 pointing	 God's	
people	to	the	holiness	and	compassion	of	the	Lord.	

In	other	words,	

1. The	 Church,	 like	 Ezekiel,	 is	 called	 to	 be	 a	 prophetic	
watchman,	boldly	warning	of	sin	and	proclaiming	God's	
hope.	

2. Christians,	though	exiles	in	an	unbelieving	world,	remain	
sustained	by	God's	abiding	presence	and	power.	

3. Church	 leaders	 must	 follow	 Ezekiel's	 example	 by	
courageously	 confronting	 sin	 and	 shepherding	 God's	
people	toward	restoration.	
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2. 
Symbolic Oracles  
of Judgment and  
the Departure of  
God's Glory 
EZEKIEL 4-11 

In	 our	 first	 chapter	 on	 the	 Book	 of	 Ezekiel,	we	 established	 the	
historical	 setting	 of	 the	 Babylonian	 exile	 and	 examined	 the	
prophet's	unique	perspective	as	both	priest	and	exile.	We	noted	
that	the	name	Ezekiel	means	"God	strengthens,"	highlighting	the	
sustaining	power	of	the	Lord	during	turbulent	times.	

Chapters	1-3	introduced	Ezekiel's	inaugural	(first)	vision	of	God's	
glory,	 a	 whirlwind,	 four	 living	 creatures,	 and	 wheels	 within	
wheels,	revealing	divine	majesty	unconfined	by	geography.	

We	 also	 saw	Ezekiel's	 commission	 as	God's	 prophet:	 he	was	 to	
proclaim	judgment	and	hope	to	his	exiled	community,	internalize	
God's	 message	 by	 "eating"	 the	 scroll,	 and	 serve	 as	 a	 spiritual	
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watchman	accountable	for	warning	the	people	about	sin	and	its	
consequences.	

TRANSITION TO LESSON #2 (EZEKIEL 4-11) 

Having	 established	 Ezekiel's	 divine	 calling	 and	 commission	 in	
Chapters	1-3,	we	now	turn	our	attention	to	Chapters	4-11,	where	
Ezekiel	enacts	a	series	of	symbolic	actions	(4-5),	proclaims	early	
oracles	of	judgment	(6-7),	and	witnesses	shocking	idolatry	in	the	
temple	(8-11),	culminating	in	the	tragic	departure	of	God's	glory	
from	Jerusalem.	

I. Symbolic Acts and Early Oracles of 
Judgment (Ezekiel 4-7) 

Symbolic Actions (Ezekiel 4-5) 
Ezekiel's	 ministry	 continues	 as	 he	 enacts	 a	 series	 of	 startling	
symbolic	actions	intended	to	convey	the	severity	and	certainty	of	
Jerusalem's	 coming	 judgment.	 These	 dramatic	 performances	
serve	as	prophetic	object	lessons,	visually	depicting	what	words	
alone	might	fail	to	communicate.	

A. Siege of the Brick Representing Jerusalem 

"Now	you	son	of	man,	get	yourself	a	brick,	place	it	
before	you	and	inscribe	a	city	on	it,	Jerusalem.	
-	Ezekiel	4:1	

This	 brick,	 or	 clay	 tablet,	 was	 a	 common	 writing	 surface	 in	
Babylon.	By	drawing	the	city	of	Jerusalem	on	the	brick	and	then	
laying	siege	works	against	it,	Ezekiel	visibly	demonstrates	the	fate	
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of	the	city	under	Babylon's	impending	assault.	He	was	among	the	
earliest	 exiles	 from	a	 first	 attack	on	 Jerusalem	 in	593	BC.	He	 is	
prophesying	about	the	final	attack	and	destruction	of	 Jerusalem	
which	took	place	in	586	BC.	

The	people	in	exile	might	still	hope	for	Jerusalem's	survival,	but	
this	symbolic	act	proclaims	the	inevitability	of	its	downfall.	

In	 the	 broader	 context	 of	 Ezekiel,	 this	 sign	 underscores	 God's	
sovereignty:	 even	 in	 the	 exiles'	 distant	 location,	 the	 prophet's	
message	reaches	into	Jerusalem's	destiny.	For	modern	readers,	it	
speaks	of	God's	word	standing	firm	despite	our	attempts	to	deny	
or	rationalize	impending	consequences.	

B. Lying on Sides for Israel/Judah's Iniquity 

When	you	have	completed	these,	you	shall	lie	down	a	
second	time,	but	on	your	right	side	and	bear	the	
iniquity	of	the	house	of	Judah;	I	have	assigned	it	to	you	
for	forty	days,	a	day	for	each	year.	
-	Ezekiel	4:6	

Ezekiel	is	then	commanded	to	lie	on	his	left	side	for	390	days	and	
on	 his	 right	 side	 for	 40	 days,	 corresponding	 to	 the	 years	 of	
punishment	for	Israel	and	Judah	(Ezekiel	4:4-6).	

The	 prolonged	 positions	 represent	 bearing	 the	 weight	 of	 the	
nation's	 sins.	 Israel	 (the	 northern	 kingdom)	 and	 Judah	 (the	
southern	kingdom)	are	both	culpable.	

This	 act	 highlights	 the	 corporate	 responsibility	 for	 decades	 of	
rebellious	 behavior	 and	 how	 sin's	 consequences	 can	 persist	
through	 generations.	 Today,	 it	 reminds	 us	 that	 unrepented	 sin	
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affects	communities,	not	just	individuals,	and	that	God's	patience	
has	limits.	

C. Shaving of Hair to Depict Destruction and Exile 

One	third	you	shall	burn	in	the	fire	at	the	center	of	the	
city,	when	the	days	of	the	siege	are	completed.	Then	
you	shall	take	one	third	and	strike	it	with	the	sword	all	
around	the	city,	and	one	third	you	shall	scatter	to	the	
wind;	and	I	will	unsheathe	a	sword	behind	them.	
-	Ezekiel	5:2	

Ezekiel	5:1-4	instructs	the	prophet	to	shave	his	head	and	beard,	
then	 divide	 the	 hair	 into	 three	 parts:	 burning	 one	 portion,	
chopping	 another	 with	 a	 sword,	 and	 scattering	 the	 last	 to	 the	
wind,	reserving	only	a	few	strands.	

Hair	in	ancient	Israel	was	often	a	symbol	of	identity	or	dedication	
(the	 Nazirite	 vow	 in	 Numbers	 6).	 Its	 violent	 removal	 and	
destruction	depict	humiliation	and	the	many	forms	of	 judgment	
(famine,	sword,	dispersion)	coming	upon	Jerusalem.	

The	few	strands	Ezekiel	tucks	away	in	his	robe	signify	a	remnant	
preserved	by	God's	mercy.	This	idea	of	a	remnant	will	reappear	
throughout	Ezekiel,	reinforcing	hope	even	amid	devastation.	

II. Oracles of Judgment (Ezekiel 6-7) 
Having	 used	 vivid	 symbolic	 acts,	 Ezekiel	 now	 delivers	 direct	
oracles	that	verbalize	the	reasons	and	scope	of	judgment	on	Judah.	
Chapters	 6	 and	 7	 emphasize	 the	 people's	 idolatry	 and	 the	
inescapable	nature	of	God's	wrath.	
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A. Condemnation of Idolatrous Worship 

3	and	say,	'Mountains	of	Israel,	listen	to	the	word	of	the	
Lord	God!	Thus	says	the	Lord	God	to	the	mountains,	
the	hills,	the	ravines	and	the	valleys:	"Behold,	I	Myself	
am	going	to	bring	a	sword	on	you,	and	I	will	destroy	
your	high	places.	4	So	your	altars	will	become	desolate	
and	your	incense	altars	will	be	smashed;	and	I	will	
make	your	slain	fall	in	front	of	your	idols.	
-	Ezekiel	6:3-4	

The	high	places	 represent	 the	heart	 of	 false	worship	 in	 Israel's	
hills	 and	groves.	God	 repeatedly	warned	 them	against	adopting	
pagan	 practices,	 but	 they	 persisted.	 No	 spot,	 even	 the	 remote	
mountain	shrines,	will	escape	God's	discipline.	

Modern	believers	face	more	subtle	"idols"	(e.g.,	materialism,	self-
worship,	cultural	syncretism).	The	text	challenges	us	to	root	out	
any	rival	to	God's	rightful	place	in	our	hearts.	

B. Certainty and Severity of God's Judgment 

"And	you,	son	of	man,	thus	says	the	Lord	God	to	the	
land	of	Israel,	'An	end!	The	end	is	coming	on	the	four	
corners	of	the	land.	
-	Ezekiel	7:2	

Chapter	 7	 uses	 stark	 language	 to	 announce	 that	 "the	 end	 is	
coming"	 on	 the	 land	of	 Israel.	 There	will	 be	 economic	 collapse,	
mourning,	and	terror;	silver	and	gold	become	useless	(7:19).	The	
all-encompassing	 nature	 of	 this	 judgment	 indicates	 God's	
righteousness,	He	cannot	indefinitely	tolerate	sin.	
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While	 we	 live	 under	 a	 covenant	 of	 grace	 through	 Christ,	 the	
principle	 holds	 that	 deliberate,	 ongoing	 rebellion	 invites	 God's	
chastening.	Ezekiel's	prophecies	warn	us	to	treat	sin	seriously	and	
trust	God's	ways	for	genuine	security.	

C. Key Themes: Prophetic Symbolism, Israel's 
Persistent Sin, the Impending Doom of Jerusalem 

1. Prophetic Symbolism 
Ezekiel's	 enacted	 messages	 (siege	 of	 the	 brick,	 lying	 on	 sides,	
shaving	 hair)	 capture	 attention	 and	 drive	 home	 the	 severity	 of	
Judah's	sin	in	a	striking	manner.	They	underscore	the	lengths	to	
which	God	goes	to	awaken	His	people.	

2. Persistent Sin 
Despite	 repeated	 warnings,	 Israel's	 idolatry	 and	 rebellion	
continued	unabated.	The	result	 is	an	 inescapable	 judgment	 that	
reflects	the	holiness	and	justice	of	God.	

3. Impending Doom of Jerusalem 
These	chapters	confirm	that	Jerusalem's	destruction	is	not	merely	
political	happenstance	but	a	divinely	orchestrated	consequence	of	
collective	 guilt.	 Yet,	 the	 presence	 of	 a	 remnant	 and	 future	
restoration	 themes	will	 arise,	 foreshadowing	 God's	 faithfulness	
beyond	judgment.	

In	 the	wider	context	of	Ezekiel,	 these	signs	and	oracles	prepare	
the	exiles	(and	modern	readers)	to	see	that	no	form	of	external	
religiosity	can	save	a	corrupt	nation.	
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Genuine	 repentance	 and	 obedience	 are	 indispensable.	 Even	 in	
judgment,	God's	sovereign	hand	and	redemptive	plan	remain	at	
work,	 a	 message	 that	 persists	 through	 the	 darkest	 chapters	 of	
biblical	history.	

III. Abominations in the Temple  
(Ezekiel 8) 
Ezekiel	8	records	the	prophet's	visionary	transport	to	Jerusalem,	
where	he	witnesses	detestable	forms	of	idolatry	within	the	very	
heart	of	God's	house.	

Then	He	said	to	me,	"Son	of	man,	raise	your	eyes	now	
toward	the	north."	So	I	raised	my	eyes	toward	the	
north,	and	behold,	to	the	north	of	the	altar	gate	was	
this	idol	of	jealousy	at	the	entrance.	
-	Ezekiel	8:5	

This	 passage	 reveals	 the	 image	 provoking	 divine	 jealousy,	 a	
reference	to	idols	brought	into	the	temple	courts.	

Subsequent	verses	expose	even	more	disturbing	practices,	such	as	
women	weeping	 for	 Tammuz	 (Pagan	mourning	 rites	 imploring	
the	infertility	god	Tammuz	to	return	from	the	underworld	to	bless	
the	land	and	the	livestock	–8:14)	and	men	worshiping	the	sun	at	
the	temple's	entrance	(8:16).	This	spiritual	adultery	is	all	the	more	
grievous	 because	 it	 occurs	 in	 the	 place	 that	 should	 represent	
Israel's	exclusive	devotion	to	the	Lord.	God's	indictment	is	clear:	
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He	said	to	me,	"Do	you	see	this,	son	of	man?	Is	it	too	
light	a	thing	for	the	house	of	Judah	to	commit	the	
abominations	which	they	have	committed	here,	that	
they	have	filled	the	land	with	violence	and	provoked	
Me	repeatedly?	For	behold,	they	are	putting	the	twig	to	
their	nose.	
-	Ezekiel	8:17	

Such	blatant	syncretism	and	disregard	for	God's	holiness	predict	
the	 imminent	 judgment,	 reinforcing	 that	 sacred	 spaces	 are	 no	
defense	 against	 persistent,	 willful	 sin.	 For	 believers	 today,	 it	
highlights	the	danger	of	allowing	rival	allegiances	to	coexist	where	
God	alone	deserves	worship.	

IV. Judgment Begins (Ezekiel 9) 
In	 response	 to	 the	 temple's	 corruption,	 Ezekiel	 beholds	 God's	
decree	of	judgment	throughout	the	city.	God	commands	one	figure	
to	 mark	 the	 foreheads	 of	 those	 who	 lament	 the	 abominations,	
while	other	figures	with	deadly	weapons	move	through	to	strike	
the	unrepentant.	

The	Lord	said	to	him,	"Go	through	the	midst	of	the	city,	
even	through	the	midst	of	Jerusalem,	and	put	a	mark	
on	the	foreheads	of	the	men	who	sigh	and	groan	over	
all	the	abominations	which	are	being	committed	in	its	
midst."	
-	Ezekiel	9:4	

This	distinction	between	 the	 faithful	 remnant	 and	 the	 idolaters	
underscores	God's	justice,	He	spares	those	who	genuinely	mourn	
sin	and	take	His	holiness	seriously.	
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When	 Ezekiel	 intercedes,	 fearing	 that	 everyone	 might	 be	
destroyed,	God's	actions	confirm	that	He	judges	fairly	but	severely	
(9:8-11).	This	passage	demonstrates	that	God's	true	worshipers	
find	mercy	in	the	midst	of	judgment;	it	reminds	modern	readers	
that	personal	repentance	and	sorrow	over	sin	are	indispensable	
markers	of	genuine	faith.	

V. God's Glory Departs (Ezekiel 10-11) 
Chapters	10	and	11	depict	the	sorrowful	climax	of	Ezekiel's	vision:	
the	divine	throne-chariot,	which	once	 filled	the	temple	with	the	
glory	of	the	Lord,	now	departs.	

Then	the	glory	of	the	Lord	departed	from	the	threshold	
of	the	temple	and	stood	over	the	cherubim.	
-	Ezekiel	10:18	

This	withdrawal	signifies	God's	unwillingness	to	remain	among	a	
persistently	unfaithful	people	who	have	defiled	His	sanctuary.	

At	the	same	time,	these	chapters	include	rebuke	for	the	nation's	
leaders,	who	misled	God's	people	and	harbored	false	security.	In	
Ezekiel	11:2,	Ezekiel	is	shown	men	who	devise	iniquity	and	give	
wicked	counsel,	illustrating	the	moral	and	spiritual	decay	at	every	
level	of	society.	

Yet	even	amid	this	judgment,	a	ray	of	hope	emerges:	God	promises	
a	future	gathering	of	exiles	and	an	internal	transformation.	

19	And	I	will	give	them	one	heart,	and	put	a	new	spirit	
within	them.	And	I	will	take	the	heart	of	stone	out	of	
their	flesh	and	give	them	a	heart	of	flesh,	20	that	they	
may	walk	in	My	statutes	and	keep	My	ordinances	and	
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do	them.	Then	they	will	be	My	people,	and	I	shall	be	
their	God.	
-	Ezekiel	11:19-20	

The	 vision	 thus	 blends	 lament	 over	 God's	 departure	 with	 the	
promise	 that	He	will	 restore	a	 faithful	people	whose	hearts	are	
softened	to	His	ways.	

VI. Key Themes: The tragedy of 
idolatry at the heart of worship, God's 
withdrawal from unfaithful people, 
hope of internal transformation 
When	idolatry	takes	root	in	the	place	intended	for	God's	worship,	
it	invites	devastating	consequences.	The	vivid	departure	of	God's	
glory	 underscores	 that	 He	 will	 not	 abide	 willful	 rebellion	
indefinitely.	

Yet	 woven	 into	 these	 dire	 visions	 is	 a	 profound	 hope,	 God	
promises	a	new	heart	and	a	renewed	spirit	to	those	who	repent.	
This	idea	foreshadows	the	broader	message	of	Ezekiel,	reminding	
readers	that	judgment,	though	severe,	is	not	God's	final	word.	

VII. Summary 
In	these	chapters,	Ezekiel	enacts	several	symbolic	demonstrations	
(4-5)	 depicting	 Jerusalem's	 impending	 siege	 and	 destruction:	
lying	on	his	sides	for	the	iniquity	of	Israel	and	Judah,	and	shaving	
his	 hair	 to	 illustrate	 widespread	 judgment	 and	 exile.	 He	 then	
delivers	 early	 oracles	 of	 judgment	 (6-7),	 condemning	 Israel's	
deep-seated	idolatry	and	warning	of	the	certainty	of	God's	wrath.	
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Moving	on,	God	shows	Ezekiel	the	abominations	in	the	temple	(8),	
revealing	 brazen	 idol	 worship	 within	 His	 holy	 sanctuary	 and	
prompting	 the	 marking	 of	 the	 faithful	 while	 idolaters	 face	
destruction	 (9).	 In	 the	 climactic	vision	of	 chapters	10-11,	God's	
glory	departs	 from	the	temple,	signifying	the	Lord's	withdrawal	
from	a	persistently	unfaithful	people.	

Even	so,	a	remnant	of	hope	emerges	in	God's	promise	to	give	His	
people	a	new	heart	and	a	new	spirit,	assuring	that	repentance	and	
transformation	remain	possible	despite	imminent	judgment.	

VIII. Lessons 

1. God Often Tailors His Message to the 
Messenger's Unique Background 
Ezekiel's	priestly	heritage	shaped	both	his	approach	and	the	vivid	
nature	 of	 his	 symbolic	 acts,	 showing	 how	 God	 uses	 our	 life	
experiences	and	skills	to	communicate	His	truth	powerfully.	

For	 example,	 if	 you	 are	 skilled	 in	 the	 arts,	 God	 may	 use	 your	
creativity,	through	music,	painting,	or	storytelling,	to	convey	His	
messages	in	a	unique	way	that	resonates	with	your	community.	

2. Faithful Obedience to God's Instructions Can Be 
Personally Costly 
Ezekiel	 sacrificed	 his	 comfort	 and	 reputation	 by	 performing	
grueling	 symbolic	 acts,	 underscoring	 that	 true	 obedience	 often	
demands	patience	and	resilience.	

For	example,	God	might	call	you	to	stand	for	biblical	convictions	
at	 work	 or	 among	 friends,	 which	 could	 lead	 to	 social	 or	
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professional	 setbacks,	 yet	 such	 challenges	 refine	your	 faith	 and	
testify	to	the	seriousness	of	following	God	wholeheartedly.	

3. External Religious Forms Provide No Refuge 
Against Spiritual Decay 
The	people	of	 Judah	 assumed	 their	 temple	worship	 guaranteed	
them	divine	protection,	but	idol	worship	infiltrated	the	very	heart	
of	God's	house,	leading	to	judgment.	

In	 the	 same	 way,	 today's	 believers	 can	 be	 tempted	 to	 rely	 on	
church	 attendance	 or	 denominational	 affiliation	 instead	 of	
personal	 devotion;	 genuine	 spiritual	 health	 requires	 examining	
our	 hearts,	 repenting	 of	 hidden	 sins,	 and	 daily	 seeking	 the	
transforming	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
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3. 
Oracles of  
Judgment and the  
Fall of Jerusalem 
EZEKIEL 12-24 

In	 our	 second	 chapter,	 we	 explored	 how	 Ezekiel	 used	 vivid	
symbolic	 acts	 (e.g.,	 laying	 siege	 to	 a	 brick,	 shaving	 hair)	 to	
illustrate	 Jerusalem's	 impending	destruction	 (Ch.	4-5),	 followed	
by	 direct	 oracles	 of	 judgment	 denouncing	 rampant	 idolatry		
(Ch.	6-7).	

We	then	saw	the	prophet's	vision	of	abominations	in	the	temple	
(Ch.	8)	and	the	consequential	departure	of	God's	glory	(Ch.	10-11),	
where	God's	presence	leaves	the	defiled	sanctuary.	Despite	these	
severe	warnings,	a	thread	of	hope	runs	through	the	promise	of	a	
new	heart	for	a	faithful	remnant	(Ezekiel	11:17-21),	previewing	
God's	ultimate	plan	to	restore	His	people.	
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TRANSITION TO LESSON #3 (EZEKIEL 12-24) 

Moving	 forward,	 we	 will	 examine	 Ezekiel	 12-24,	 where	 the	
prophet	 continues	 to	 confront	 Judah's	 entrenched	 rebellion	
through	further	symbolic	signs,	oracles,	and	parables,	all	leading	
up	to	the	final	prelude	before	Jerusalem's	catastrophic	fall.	

I. Oracles of Judgment (Ezekiel 12-23) 
Ezekiel's	 prophetic	 ministry	 intensifies	 in	 these	 chapters,	
emphasizing	both	 the	 certainty	of	 impending	 judgment	and	 the	
culmination	 of	 Jerusalem's	 fall.	 Although	 still	 in	 exile,	 Ezekiel	
delivers	 stern	 warnings	 through	 enacted	 signs,	 parables,	 and	
graphic	oracles	that	uncover	Israel's	deep-rooted	unfaithfulness.	

Despite	repeated	chances	for	repentance,	the	nation's	persistent	
rebellion	 provokes	 divine	 discipline,	 ultimately	 resulting	 in	 the	
horrifying	destruction	of	Jerusalem.	

A. Signs of Exile (Ezekiel 12) 
God	 instructs	 Ezekiel	 to	 stage	 a	 symbolic	 act	 of	 packing	 his	
belongings	 and	digging	 through	 a	wall,	 illustrating	 the	 people's	
inevitable	captivity.	

Therefore,	son	of	man,	prepare	for	yourself	baggage	
for	exile	and	go	into	exile	by	day	in	their	sight;	even	go	
into	exile	from	your	place	to	another	place	in	their	
sight.	Perhaps	they	will	understand	though	they	are	a	
rebellious	house.	
-	Ezekiel	12:3	
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By	 physically	 acting	 out	 the	 departure,	 Ezekiel	 removes	 any	
pretense	that	Jerusalem	might	escape	Babylon's	grasp.	

His	 nighttime	 demonstration	 conveys	 that	 neither	 king	 nor	
commoner	can	evade	this	judgment.	This	sign	challenges	modern	
readers	to	recognize	that	willful	ignorance	of	God's	warnings	does	
not	nullify	their	consequences.	

B. False Prophets and Idolatrous Elders  
(Ezekiel 13-14) 
In	 Ezekiel	 13,	 the	 Lord	 condemns	 prophets	 who	 speak	 false	
visions	and	reassure	the	people	with	empty	promises	of	safety.	

They	see	falsehood	and	lying	divination	who	are	
saying,	'The	Lord	declares,'	when	the	Lord	has	not	sent	
them;	yet	they	hope	for	the	fulfillment	of	their	word.	
-	Ezekiel	13:6	

These	deceitful	leaders	build	figurative	walls	of	"whitewash"	that	
cannot	withstand	God's	scrutiny.	

Chapter	14	rebukes	elders	who	have	"idols	in	their	hearts"	yet	still	
seek	 divine	 counsel.	 Idolatry	 is	 thus	 revealed	 as	 an	 internal	
posture	of	rebellion,	not	merely	external	ritual.	The	lesson	is	that	
genuine	 repentance	 requires	 removing	 idols	 from	 within,	 not	
merely	performing	pious	acts.	

C. Allegories and Parables (Ezekiel 15-19) 
Within	these	chapters,	Ezekiel	employs	a	series	of	parables	that	
lay	 bare	 the	 spiritual	 and	moral	 failure	 of	 Judah.	 Each	 allegory	
targets	 different	 aspects	 of	 the	 nation's	 unfaithfulness	 and	
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underscores	 God's	 justice	 in	 bringing	 judgment	 while	 still	
extending	the	call	to	repentance.	

1. The Useless Vine (Ezekiel 15) 
Ezekiel	15	pictures	Jerusalem	as	a	vine	that	has	no	practical	value	
apart	from	bearing	fruit.	

"Son	of	man,	how	is	the	wood	of	the	vine	better	than	
any	wood	of	a	branch	which	is	among	the	trees	of	the	
forest?	
-	Ezekiel	15:2	

Unlike	robust	trees,	vine	wood	is	too	weak	for	construction	and	is	
only	good	for	burning	if	it	fails	to	produce	fruit.	

This	 brief	 parable	 thus	 conveys	 Jerusalem's	 failure	 to	 fulfill	 its	
covenant	 purpose.	 Though	 Israel	 was	 chosen	 to	 bear	 fruit	 for	
God's	 glory	 (Isaiah	 5:1-7),	 its	 persistent	 rebellion	 renders	 it	
worthless	 and	 destined	 for	 the	 fire	 of	 divine	 judgment.	 The	
underlying	application	highlights	that	God's	people	are	set	apart	
to	 produce	 spiritual	 fruit;	 if	 they	 persist	 in	 disobedience,	 they	
become	as	profitless	as	a	barren	vine.	

2. Jerusalem as an Unfaithful Wife (Ezekiel 16) 
This	extended	and	graphic	allegory	traces	Jerusalem's	rise	from	a	
helpless	infant	to	a	beautiful	bride	of	the	Lord,	only	to	become	an	
adulterous	wife.	 The	 chapter	 begins	with	 God	 reminding	 them,	
"On	the	day	you	were	born	your	navel	cord	was	not	cut"	(Ezekiel	
16:4),	 emphasizing	 that	 Israel	 owes	 its	 very	 survival	 and	
prosperity	to	God's	gracious	care.	
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Yet	once	secure,	the	city	lavishly	devotes	her	wealth	and	affections	
to	false	gods:	"You	also	took	your	beautiful	jewels…	and	made	for	
yourself	male	images	that	you	might	play	the	harlot	with	them"	
(Ezekiel	 16:17).	 Employing	 scandalous	 imagery,	 the	 parable	
unveils	 how	 idolatry	 is	 akin	 to	 marital	 unfaithfulness,	 God's	
covenant	 partner	 has	 betrayed	 Him	 with	 pagan	 nations	 and	
deities.	

Despite	the	shocking	betrayal,	God	promises	eventual	restoration:	

"Nevertheless,	I	will	remember	My	covenant	with	you	
in	the	days	of	your	youth,	and	I	will	establish	an	
everlasting	covenant	with	you.	
-	Ezekiel	16:60	

This	interplay	of	judgment	and	mercy	highlights	God's	redemptive	
desire	even	for	the	most	wayward.	

3. The Eagles and the Vine (Ezekiel 17) 
Ezekiel	 17	 presents	 a	 riddle	 involving	 two	 eagles,	 symbolizing	
major	 foreign	 powers,	 and	 a	 vine	 representing	 Judah.	 The	 first	
eagle	(Babylon)	takes	the	topmost	shoot	of	a	cedar	(the	king	and	
nobility	of	Judah)	into	exile,	then	plants	a	seed	that	becomes	a	low	
spreading	vine	(the	puppet	regime	in	Jerusalem).	Judah,	however,	
seeks	help	from	the	second	eagle	(Egypt),	betraying	its	covenant	
obligations.	

Say,	'Thus	says	the	Lord	God,	"Will	it	thrive?	Will	he	
not	pull	up	its	roots	and	cut	off	its	fruit,	so	that	it	
withers—so	that	all	its	sprouting	leaves	wither?	And	
neither	by	great	strength	nor	by	many	people	can	it	be	
raised	from	its	roots	again.	
-	Ezekiel	17:9	
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This	warns	that	Judah's	reliance	on	Egypt	instead	of	trusting	God	
or	 accepting	 Babylonian	 rule	 (as	 God	 instructed	 through	
Jeremiah)	will	lead	to	ruin.	Yet	God	ends	the	parable	with	hope:	"I	
will	also	take	a	sprig…	and	plant	it…	and	it	will	become	a	stately	
cedar"	(Ezekiel	17:22-23),	pointing	to	a	 future	Davidic	kingdom	
under	God's	sovereign	care.	

4. Individual Responsibility (Ezekiel 18) 
In	Ezekiel	18,	God	refutes	the	popular	proverb,	

"What	do	you	mean	by	using	this	proverb	concerning	
the	land	of	Israel,	saying,	
'The	fathers	eat	the	sour	grapes,	
But	the	children's	teeth	are	set	on	edge'?	
-	Ezekiel	18:2	

He	stresses	personal	accountability:	

Behold,	all	souls	are	Mine;	the	soul	of	the	father	as	well	
as	the	soul	of	the	son	is	Mine.	The	soul	who	sins	will	
die.	
-	Ezekiel	18:4	

While	 recognizing	 corporate	 sin,	 this	 chapter	 teaches	 that	
individuals	are	judged	based	on	their	own	choices,	not	merely	the	
sins	of	their	ancestors.	

"But	if	the	wicked	man	turns	from	all	his	sins	which	he	
has	committed	and	observes	all	My	statutes	and	
practices	justice	and	righteousness,	he	shall	surely	live;	
he	shall	not	die.	
-	Ezekiel	18:21	
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Conversely,	a	righteous	person	who	turns	to	wickedness	will	not	
be	 spared	 by	 past	 faithfulness.	 This	 insistence	 on	 individual	
responsibility	 addresses	 any	 fatalistic	 mindset	 that	 blames	
ancestors	 or	 circumstances	 for	 present	 sin,	 underscoring	 God's	
longing	for	sincere	repentance	and	a	transformed	life.	

5. Lament Over Israel's Princes (Ezekiel 19) 
Ezekiel	19	 takes	 the	 form	of	a	 funeral	dirge	 for	 Judah's	 leaders,	
depicting	them	as	young	lions	taken	captive.	

and	say,	
'What	was	your	mother?	
A	lioness	among	lions!	
She	lay	down	among	young	lions,	
She	reared	her	cubs.	
-	Ezekiel	19:2	

Two	 "cubs",	 likely	 referring	 to	 Jehoahaz	 and	 Jehoiachin,	 are	
captured	and	led	away	by	foreign	powers,	 illustrating	the	tragic	
downfall	of	Judah's	monarchy.	

The	lament	concludes	with	an	image	of	a	vine	(Judah)	now	dried	
up	and	uprooted	in	the	wilderness,	symbolizing	the	devastation	of	
leadership	 and	 the	 nation's	 collapse.	 This	 mournful	 tone	
underscores	that	the	highest	offices	in	Judah	share	responsibility	
for	the	people's	downfall,	and	no	king	or	prince	can	avert	God's	
judgment	by	mere	political	maneuvering.	

SUMMARY - EZEKIEL 15-19 

These	 chapters	 reveal	 a	 comprehensive	 critique	 of	 Judah's	
rebellion:	 it	 is	 both	 communal	 and	 deeply	 personal,	 wrought	
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through	 idolatrous	 alliances,	 moral	 corruption,	 and	 refusal	 to	
heed	divine	warnings.	

God's	verdict	is	severe,	yet	hope	surfaces	in	promises	of	ultimate	
renewal.	Even	when	 the	nation	appears	as	 a	useless	vine	or	 an	
adulterous	 wife,	 God's	 steadfast	 purpose	 remains	 redemptive.	
These	allegories	urge	readers,	both	then	and	now,	to	reckon	with	
the	reality	of	sin,	embrace	individual	responsibility,	and	trust	in	
God's	desire	to	restore	and	redeem	those	who	repent.	

D. Israel's History of Rebellion (Ezekiel 20) 
Ezekiel	 reviews	 Israel's	 repeated	 pattern	 of	 idolatry	 and	
disobedience,	from	Egypt	to	the	wilderness	and	beyond.	

But	they	rebelled	against	Me	and	were	not	willing	to	
listen	to	Me;	they	did	not	cast	away	the	detestable	
things	of	their	eyes,	nor	did	they	forsake	the	idols	of	
Egypt.	Then	I	resolved	to	pour	out	My	wrath	on	them,	
to	accomplish	My	anger	against	them	in	the	midst	of	
the	land	of	Egypt.	
-	Ezekiel	20:8	

Despite	 God's	 manifold	 mercies	 and	 covenant	 faithfulness,	 the	
nation	continually	gravitates	to	pagan	worship.	

This	historical	overview	intensifies	the	gravity	of	current	events:	
God's	 judgment	on	 Jerusalem	is	no	 isolated	punishment	but	 the	
culmination	of	long-standing	rebellion.	
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E. Prophecies of the Sword and Judgment (Ezekiel 21-22) 
Chapter	21	pictures	Babylon	as	a	sharpened	sword	in	God's	hand,	
poised	to	strike.	"A	sword,	a	sword	sharpened	and	also	polished!"	
(Ezekiel	21:9).	

Judah's	 moral	 collapse	 runs	 deeper	 than	 surface	 corruption;	
Ezekiel	 22	 catalogs	 atrocities	 like	 bloodshed,	 injustice,	 and	
extortion,	showing	a	societal	breakdown	that	leaves	no	place	for	
God's	glory	to	remain.	This	relentless	exposure	of	sin	underscores	
that	divine	judgment	is	not	capricious	but	wholly	deserved.	

F. Oholah and Oholibah (Ezekiel 23) 
In	another	stark	metaphor,	Samaria	(the	northern	kingdom)	and	
Jerusalem	 (the	 southern	 kingdom)	 are	 depicted	 as	 two	 sisters,	
Oholah	and	Oholibah,	who	commit	adultery	with	foreign	nations	
and	gods.	

and	they	played	the	harlot	in	Egypt.	They	played	the	
harlot	in	their	youth;	there	their	breasts	were	pressed	
and	there	their	virgin	bosom	was	handled.	
-	Ezekiel	23:3	

This	graphic	chapter	reveals	the	spiritual	degradation	underlying	
political	alliances	with	Assyria	and	Babylon.	Their	unfaithfulness	
not	only	violates	the	exclusive	devotion	they	owe	the	Lord	but	also	
invites	 the	very	powers	 they	courted	 to	become	 instruments	of	
divine	judgment.	It	is	a	sobering	reminder	that	sin's	enticements	
ultimately	lead	to	bondage.	
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II. The Fall of Jerusalem - Ezekiel's 
Wife and the Siege (Chapter 24) 
Chapter	24	marks	a	pivotal	moment	as	God	announces	the	exact	
day	Babylon	lays	siege	to	Jerusalem,	symbolized	by	a	boiling	pot	
caked	with	scum.	

'Therefore,	thus	says	the	Lord	God,	
"Woe	to	the	bloody	city!	
I	also	will	make	the	pile	great.	
-	Ezekiel	24:9	

In	a	personal	act	of	prophetic	symbolism,	Ezekiel	 loses	his	wife,	
"the	delight	of	his	eyes",	yet	is	forbidden	to	mourn.	

"Son	of	man,	behold,	I	am	about	to	take	from	you	the	
desire	of	your	eyes	with	a	blow;	but	you	shall	not	
mourn	and	you	shall	not	weep,	and	your	tears	shall	not	
come.	
-	Ezekiel	24:16	

This	 poignant	 command	 exemplifies	 the	 magnitude	 of	 loss	 the	
people	will	suffer:	their	beloved	city	will	be	taken,	and	in	the	shock	
and	 horror,	 normal	 grieving	 will	 be	 overshadowed	 by	 sheer	
devastation.	Ezekiel's	personal	grief	thus	becomes	a	public	sign	of	
Jerusalem's	fate.	

Collectively,	 these	 chapters	 highlight	 corporate	 and	 individual	
responsibility,	as	false	prophets,	idolatrous	elders,	and	collective	
moral	decay	provoke	God's	judgment.	

The	 depth	 of	 Israel's	 unfaithfulness,	 evident	 in	 forging	 political	
alliances	 with	 hostile	 powers	 (Ezekiel	 17),	 blending	 sacred	
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worship	with	pagan	rites	(Ezekiel	8,	16,	23),	and	idols	entrenched	
in	the	heart	(Ezekiel	14),	makes	the	city's	destruction	unavoidable	
under	God's	holy	justice.	

By	 the	 time	Ezekiel	delivers	 these	 indictments,	 the	people	have	
repeatedly	 ignored	 prophetic	 warnings,	 illustrating	 that	
prolonged	rebellion	hardens	the	heart	and	triggers	God's	decisive	
intervention	 (Ezekiel	 22:30-31).	 Nevertheless,	 Ezekiel's	 call	 to	
repentance	 persists;	 passages	 like	 Ezekiel	 18:31-32	 reveal	 that	
God	 takes	 "no	 pleasure	 in	 the	 death	 of	 anyone	 who	 dies"	 and	
pleads,	 "Therefore,	 repent	 and	 live."	 Even	 with	 impending	
judgment,	 there	 remains	a	divine	 invitation	 for	 those	willing	 to	
humble	 themselves,	 forsake	 their	 idols,	 and	 return	 to	 covenant	
faithfulness.	

As	Jerusalem's	fall	draws	near,	the	end	of	God's	patience	serves	as	
a	double-edged	truth:	a	grave	warning	that	His	holiness	will	not	
tolerate	 endless	 disregard	 for	 His	 commands,	 and	 a	 gracious	
reminder	 that	He	 stands	 ever	 ready	 to	 forgive	 those	who	 truly	
turn	from	sin.	

Covenant	blessings,	outlined	from	the	time	of	Moses,	are	based	on	
covenant	 loyalty;	 when	 a	 nation	 or	 individual	 persists	 in	
violations,	judgment	becomes	a	tragic	necessity,	yet	the	consistent	
thread	of	Ezekiel's	ministry	is	that	God's	desire	is	restoration	for	
any	who	embrace	repentance.	

LESSONS 

1. Reliance on Religious Structures or Heritage is Insufficient 
Ezekiel's	audience	frequently	assumed	that	Jerusalem's	temple	or	
their	ancestral	lineage	would	shield	them	from	disaster	(Ezekiel	
12:21-28),	 yet	 God's	 impending	 judgment	 reveals	 that	 external	
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"holy"	spaces	and	family	pedigrees	cannot	substitute	for	genuine	
faith	and	obedience.	

This	reminds	us	that	no	religious	structure	or	tradition	can	ensure	
spiritual	security	if	our	hearts	remain	far	from	God.	In	our	case	it	
means	that	we	get	no	credit	for	our	parent's	faith	or	the	fact	that	
our	spouse	 is	a	sincere	Christian.	We	can't	 ride	 the	coat	 tails	of	
someone	else’s	faith	into	heaven.	

2. True Repentance Extends Beyond Superficial Regret 
The	 repeated	 calls	 to	 repent	 (Ezekiel	 18:30-32)	 distinguish	
between	 merely	 feeling	 sorry	 for	 the	 consequences	 of	 sin	 and	
genuinely	turning	from	it.	

Practical	 repentance	 involves	 acknowledging	 God's	 righteous	
standard,	 forsaking	 idols	 within	 the	 heart,	 and	 returning	 to	
faithful	covenant	 living,	actions	deeper	than	momentary	sorrow	
or	 empty	 ritual.	Repentance	 requires	 change,	 both	 internal	 and	
external,	in	order	to	be	effective	and	productive.	

3. God's Judgment Exposes Our Deep-Seated Dependencies 
When	 the	prophesied	 calamity	 drew	near,	 it	 stripped	 away	 the	
people's	 false	 securities,	 such	 as	 political	 alliances,	 misguided	
leadership,	or	religious	complacency	(Ezekiel	19-23).	

For	 modern	 readers,	 this	 underscores	 how	 times	 of	 crisis	 can	
reveal	 whether	 our	 trust	 truly	 rests	 in	 God	 or	 in	 secondary	
supports	 like	 wealth,	 physical	 strength	 or	 influence	 that	 will	
ultimately	 fail	 us	 when	 God's	 judgement	 will	 reveal	 the	 true	
motives	and	affections	of	our	hearts.	
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4. 
Oracles Against the 
Nations and the 
Shepherds of Israel 
EZEKIEL 25-34 

In	 our	 previous	 chapter	 we	 covered	 Ezekiel	 12-24.	 In	 these	
chapters,	Ezekiel	delivers	vivid	signs	and	parables	illustrating	the	
certainty	of	Jerusalem's	collapse,	including	his	enacted	parable	of	
exile	in	Ezekiel	12,	the	exposure	of	false	prophecy	in	Ezekiel	13,	
and	the	uncovering	of	deep-seated	idolatry	in	Ezekiel	14.	

Through	 allegories	 such	 as	 the	 useless	 vine	 (Ezekiel	 15),	
Jerusalem	as	an	unfaithful	wife	(Ezekiel	16),	and	the	two	eagles	
and	the	vine	(Ezekiel	17),	God	condemns	the	nation's	persistent	
rebellion	and	reliance	on	political	alliances	rather	than	covenant	
faithfulness.	

Chapter	18	stresses	individual	accountability,	refuting	the	belief	
that	 children	 bear	 the	 guilt	 of	 their	 parents,	 while	 Ezekiel	 19	
laments	over	Israel's	fallen	rulers.	As	the	final	warnings	unfold	in	
Ezekiel	 20-23,	 the	 Lord	 recounts	 Israel's	 long	 history	 of	
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disobedience,	 prophesies	 Babylon's	 sword	 of	 judgment,	 and	
likens	Samaria	and	Jerusalem	to	two	adulterous	sisters.	

The	pivotal	siege	is	announced	in	Ezekiel	24,	where	the	boiling	pot	
symbolizes	 Jerusalem's	 defilement	 and	 the	 tragic	 death	 of	
Ezekiel's	 wife	 foreshadows	 the	 grief	 that	 will	 overwhelm	 the	
nation.	These	messages	repeatedly	affirm	that	God's	patience	has	
limits	but	also	hold	out	hope	for	those	who	truly	turn	from	sin.	

TRANSITION TO EZEKIEL 25-34 

Having	witnessed	the	inevitability	of	Jerusalem's	fall,	we	now	turn	
to	God's	broader	dealings	with	the	surrounding	nations	and	the	
renewed	promise	of	 restoration	 for	 Israel,	 as	Ezekiel's	message	
shifts	to	judgments	on	foreign	powers	and	culminates	in	renewed	
calls	 for	repentance	and	a	vision	of	 faithful	shepherds	 for	God's	
people.	

I. Oracles Against the Nations  
(Ezekiel 25-32) 

Judgment on Neighboring Nations (Ezekiel 25-28) 
After	 prophesying	 against	 Judah,	 Ezekiel	 expands	 his	 scope	 to	
include	 surrounding	 nations	 that	 have	 likewise	 disregarded	 or	
mistreated	God's	people.	

In	Ezekiel	 25	 the	prophet	 addresses	Ammon,	Moab,	 Edom,	 and	
Philistia	 in	 swift	 oracles	 that	 expose	 their	 pride	 and	 hostility.	
"Because	 you	 said,	 'Aha!'	 against	 My	 sanctuary	 when	 it	 was	
profaned"	(Ezekiel	25:3),	the	Ammonites	face	destruction	for	their	
gloating	over	Jerusalem's	fall.	Moab	is	judged	for	belittling	Judah's	
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distinctiveness,	 while	 Edom	 is	 condemned	 for	 vengeance	 and	
Philistia	for	perpetual	enmity.	

These	 four	 brief	 condemnations	 emphasize	 that	 national	
boundaries	do	not	shield	any	people	from	God's	moral	standards	
or	His	power	to	repay	wrongdoing.	

Judgment on Tyre (Ezekiel 26-28) 
Chapters	 26-28	 turn	 to	 Tyre,	 a	 wealthy	 Phoenician	 city-state	
famed	 for	maritime	commerce.	 In	Ezekiel	26,	 the	Lord	declares	
Tyre's	 downfall	 through	Nebuchadnezzar's	 siege,	 detailing	 how	
its	walls	and	towers	will	be	broken	and	its	once-thriving	harbors	
reduced	to	bare	rock.	

They	will	destroy	the	walls	of	Tyre	and	break	down	her	towers;	
and	I	will	scrape	her	debris	from	her	and	make	her	a	bare	rock.	
-	Ezekiel	26:4	

Chapter	27	is	composed	as	a	lament,	describing	Tyre's	splendor	in	
trade:	"Your	wealth,	your	wares,	your	merchandise…	your	sailors	
and	 your	 pilots…	 will	 fall	 into	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 seas"	 (Ezekiel	
27:27).	The	tragedy	lies	in	Tyre's	unmatched	prosperity	becoming	
its	undoing.	

Ezekiel	 28	 and	 the	 Question	 of	 Satanic	 Imagery	 Ezekiel	 28	
addresses	the	"prince	of	Tyre"	(28:2)	and	later	the	"king	of	Tyre"	
(28:12),	rebuking	his	arrogance	and	comparing	his	downfall	to	a	
glorious	figure	cast	out	of	the	presence	of	God.	

Some	 interpreters	 view	 this	 as	 an	 account	 of	 Satan's	 fall,	while	
others	 insist	 it	 is	 purely	 an	 extended	metaphor	 describing	 the	
hubris	(pride)	and	punishment	of	Tyre's	human	ruler.	
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ARGUMENTS FOR A REFERENCE TO SATAN'S FALL 

1. Exalted Language Suggesting Supernatural Identity 
In	 Ezekiel	 28:12,	 the	 figure	 is	 said	 to	 possess	 "the	 seal	 of	
perfection,	full	of	wisdom	and	perfect	in	beauty,"	language	many	
consider	too	lofty	for	a	mere	human	monarch.	

2. Reference to Eden 
Ezekiel	28:13	states,	"You	were	in	Eden,	the	garden	of	God",	which	
clearly	places	this	being	in	a	primordial	context	far	predating	the	
king	of	Tyre,	suggesting	a	fall	similar	to	that	of	Satan.	

3. Anointing as a Cherub 
Ezekiel	28:14	describes	him	as	the	"anointed	cherub	who	covers,"	
an	 angelic	 role	 associated	 with	 guarding	 God's	 holiness.	 This	
cherubic	 imagery	 points	 beyond	 mortal	 kingship	 to	 a	 spiritual	
being	in	God's	immediate	presence.	

4. The Motif of Pride and Downfall 
Ezekiel	 28:17	 says,	 "Your	 heart	 was	 lifted	 up	 because	 of	 your	
beauty;	you	corrupted	your	wisdom	by	reason	of	your	splendor."	
This	echoes	the	prideful	rebellion	traditionally	ascribed	to	Satan,	
linking	self-exaltation	to	divine	judgment.	

ARGUMENTS AGAINST A REFERENCE TO SATAN'S FALL 

1. Immediate Context of Tyre's Human Ruler 
The	passage	begins	with	God's	word	against	 the	prince	of	Tyre,	
"Because	your	heart	is	lifted	up	and	you	have	said,	'I	am	a	god'"	
(Ezekiel	28:2).	The	historical	king,	likely	Ithobaal	II,	boasted	in	his	
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wealth	and	strategic	city,	making	the	message	directly	applicable	
to	a	real	political	figure.	

2. Poetic Hyperbole and Metaphor 
Ancient	Near	Eastern	literature	often	used	grand,	mythic	imagery	
to	describe	a	king's	fall.	The	mention	of	Eden,	precious	stones,	and	
cherubs	 may	 function	 as	 stylized	 symbols	 of	 Tyre's	 luxurious	
status	rather	than	a	literal	statement	about	pre-creation	events.	

3. No Direct Mention of Satan 
The	 passage	 never	 references	 Satan	 by	 name	 or	 title.	 Unlike	
references	 in	 the	 New	 Testament	 (e.g.,	 Luke	 10:18,	 Revelation	
12:7-9),	Ezekiel	28	focuses	on	Tyre's	arrogance	in	its	immediate	
historical	context.	

4. Prophetic Indictment of Human Pride 
Ezekiel	 frequently	 uses	 vivid,	 sometimes	 cosmic,	 imagery	 to	
emphasize	 moral	 and	 theological	 truths	 (see	 Ezekiel	 31's	
depiction	of	Assyria	as	a	towering	cedar).	The	language	of	angels	
and	of	Eden	could	simply	underscore	Tyre's	perceived	exaltation	
and	 inevitable	 fall	 rather	 than	 introduce	 a	 new	 narrative	 of	
demonic	 rebellion.	 It's	 a	 reasonable	 approach	 to	 biblical	
interpretation	to	simply	remain	in	context	when	not	sure.	

CONCLUSION 

The	 debate	 hinges	 on	 how	 one	 interprets	 the	 elevated	 and	
symbolic	 language	 in	 Ezekiel	 28.	 Those	who	 see	 an	 allusion	 to	
Satan	 argue	 that	 certain	 phrases	 (Eden,	 cherub,	 perfection)	
transcend	a	merely	human	application.	



		

		

51 

Opponents	maintain	 that	Ezekiel	 is	employing	poetic	devices	 to	
portray	 the	 king	 of	 Tyre	 as	 having	 aspired	 to	 divine	 or	 angelic	
status,	thereby	inviting	utter	ruin.	Regardless	of	which	view	one	
adopts,	the	core	message	remains:	pride	leads	to	downfall,	and	no	
earthly	 or	 spiritual	 power	 can	 withstand	 God's	 sovereign	
judgment,	whether	it's	an	earthly	king	or	an	angel.	

PROPHECIES AGAINST EGYPT – EZEKIEL 29-32 

Egypt	 receives	 multiple	 prophecies	 that	 unveil	 both	 Pharaoh's	
arrogance	and	the	nation's	eventual	humiliation	under	Babylon's	
dominion.	

Speak	and	say,	'Thus	says	the	Lord	God,	"Behold,	I	am	
against	you,	Pharaoh	king	of	Egypt,	The	great	monster	
that	lies	in	the	midst	of	his	rivers,	That	has	said,	'My	
Nile	is	mine,	and	I	myself	have	made	it.'	
-	Ezekiel	29:3	

This	 figurative	 portrayal	 of	 Pharaoh	 as	 a	 river	 monster	
underscores	his	claim	to	sovereign	power	over	 the	Nile	and	his	
perceived	 ability	 to	 manipulate	 international	 affairs.	 Yet	 God	
promises	 to	make	 Egypt	 desolate	 for	 forty	 years,	 scattering	 its	
inhabitants	and	diminishing	its	influence	among	nations	(Ezekiel	
29:11-15).	

These	 prophecies	 include	 a	 series	 of	 laments	 in	 Ezekiel	 30-32,	
emphasizing	the	utter	collapse	of	Egypt's	mighty	forces,	likened	to	
a	majestic	tree	cut	down	in	the	forest:	"I	made	it	beautiful…	but	it	
was	broken	by	the	sound	of	its	falling"	(Ezekiel	31:9-10,	Ezekiel	
31:15).	

Pharaoh's	downfall	becomes	a	cautionary	tale	to	other	nations	not	
to	rely	on	military	strength	or	prideful	alliances.	Ezekiel's	use	of	
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vivid	 imagery	 (monsters,	 fallen	 trees,	 darkened	 skies)	
communicates	 the	 totality	 of	 God's	 judgment	 and	 the	
inescapability	of	His	decree	when	a	nation	opposes	His	sovereign	
will.	

God's sovereignty over all nations is on full display. 
These	chapters	affirm	that	Israel's	God	is	not	a	tribal	deity	but	the	
universal	judge	who	holds	every	kingdom	accountable.	

The	 repeated	 accusations	 of	 pride	 leading	 to	 downfall	 reveal	 a	
consistent	 principle:	 whether	 in	 Tyre's	 wealth,	 Pharaoh's	
presumed	 control	 over	 the	 Nile,	 or	 Edom's	 long-standing	
bitterness,	arrogance	sets	nations	on	a	collision	course	with	the	
Almighty.	 This	 section	 also	 underscores	 the	 universal	 reach	 of	
God's	justice.	

The	 same	 standard	 applied	 to	 Judah	 now	 extends	 to	 her	
neighbors,	 reinforcing	 that	 ethical	 misconduct,	 idolatry,	 and	
haughty	 self-reliance	 inevitably	 provoke	 God's	 righteous	
response.	Consequently,	 these	oracles	warn	every	people	group	
that	 their	 destiny	 depends	 on	 humbly	 acknowledging	 God's	
lordship	 rather	 than	 exalting	 human	 power,	 commerce,	 or	
territorial	might.	

II. The Shepherds of Israel  
(Ezekiel 33-34) 

A. Renewal of the Watchman Calling (Ezekiel 33) 
Following	Jerusalem's	collapse,	Ezekiel's	calling	as	a	watchman	is	
reaffirmed.	
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"Son	of	man,	speak	to	the	sons	of	your	people	and	say	
to	them,	'If	I	bring	a	sword	upon	a	land,	and	the	people	
of	the	land	take	one	man	from	among	them	and	make	
him	their	watchman,	
-	Ezekiel	33:2	

This	role	entails	vigilance,	warning	others	of	approaching	danger,	
and	 bearing	 responsibility	 for	 faithful	 communication	 of	 God's	
message.	

Ezekiel	 33:7	 underscores	 that	 he	 must	 speak	 God's	 truth	
regardless	of	the	people's	response:	

"Now	as	for	you,	son	of	man,	I	have	appointed	you	a	
watchman	for	the	house	of	Israel;	so	you	will	hear	a	
message	from	My	mouth	and	give	them	warning	from	
Me.	

Within	this	context,	God	clarifies	His	heart	toward	sinners.	

Say	to	them,	'As	I	live!'	declares	the	Lord	God,	'I	take	no	
pleasure	in	the	death	of	the	wicked,	but	rather	that	the	
wicked	turn	from	his	way	and	live.	Turn	back,	turn	
back	from	your	evil	ways!	Why	then	will	you	die,	O	
house	of	Israel?'	
-	Ezekiel	33:11	

This	 passage	 reiterates	 that	 God	 desires	 true	 repentance	 as	
opposed	to	punishment,	offering	a	lifeline	of	mercy	even	after	the	
catastrophic	fall	of	Jerusalem.	

In	 the	 broader	 book	 of	 Ezekiel,	 this	 renewal	 of	 the	 watchman	
calling	signals	that	while	national	 judgment	has	occurred,	God's	
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redemptive	plan	continues,	reaching	out	to	individuals	to	choose	
repentance	and	life.	

B. False Shepherds and God the True Shepherd 
(Ezekiel 34) 
In	 Ezekiel	 34,	 the	 Lord	 directly	 confronts	 the	 leaders	 of	 Israel,	
depicted	as	shepherds,	who	have	failed	in	their	duty	to	care	for	the	
flock.	

"Son	of	man,	prophesy	against	the	shepherds	of	Israel.	
Prophesy	and	say	to	those	shepherds,	'Thus	says	the	
Lord	God,	"Woe,	shepherds	of	Israel	who	have	been	
feeding	themselves!	Should	not	the	shepherds	feed	the	
flock?	
-	Ezekiel	34:2	

These	neglectful	leaders	exploited	the	people,	pursuing	personal	
gain	rather	than	guiding,	protecting,	or	healing.	This	 indictment	
echoes	previous	laments	against	corrupt	rulers	(Ezekiel	19,	22),	
highlighting	 that	 the	 breakdown	 in	 spiritual	 leadership	
contributed	significantly	to	Judah's	downfall.	

Amid	 this	 stern	 rebuke,	 God	 promises	 to	 replace	 the	 unfaithful	
shepherds	with	Himself	as	the	shepherd:	

For	thus	says	the	Lord	God,	"Behold,	I	Myself	will	
search	for	My	sheep	and	seek	them	out.	
-	Ezekiel	34:11	

God	pledges	to	gather	the	scattered,	bind	up	the	broken,	and	bring	
them	into	good	pasture.	
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This	 culminates	 in	 the	 promise	 of	 a	 Davidic	 leader,	 pointing	
toward	a	future	restoration	under	a	righteous	ruler:	

"Then	I	will	set	over	them	one	shepherd,	My	servant	
David,	and	he	will	feed	them;	he	will	feed	them	himself	
and	be	their	shepherd.	
-	Ezekiel	34:23	

Though	 historically	 referencing	 a	 renewed	 dynasty	 in	 Israel,	
Christians	 often	 connect	 this	 promise	 to	 the	 Messianic	 role	
fulfilled	in	Christ	(John	10:11).	

KEY THEMES 

1. Importance of Spiritual Leadership 
By	 reestablishing	 Ezekiel's	 watchman	 role	 and	 condemning	
negligent	 leaders,	 the	 text	 stresses	 that	 leadership	 carries	
immense	 responsibility.	 Faithful	 shepherds	 guard,	 guide,	 and	
nurture	 those	 under	 their	 care.	 Whether	 in	 ancient	 Israel	 or	
today's	 churches,	 spiritual	 oversight	 must	 prioritize	 the	 well-
being	of	the	flock	over	self-interest.	

2. God's Compassion for His Scattered People 
Even	 after	 judgment	 has	 fallen,	 the	 Lord	 demonstrates	 His	
relentless	commitment	to	His	covenant	community.	His	desire	is	
to	rescue,	heal,	and	restore	rather	than	abandon	or	condemn.	This	
reassures	readers	that	no	failure	or	exile	is	beyond	God's	power	
to	redeem.	
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3. Fresh Hope Beyond Judgment 
The	promise	of	a	Davidic	shepherd	underscores	the	message	that	
dire	consequences	for	sin	do	not	nullify	God's	ultimate	plans	for	
blessing.	Although	judgment	has	run	its	course,	God's	redemptive	
agenda	remains	intact,	offering	renewed	life	under	His	sovereign,	
loving	care.	

In	the	broader	context	of	Ezekiel,	chapters	33-34	mark	a	pivotal	
transition	 from	 the	 warnings	 of	 Jerusalem's	 destruction	 to	 the	
forward-looking	promise	of	spiritual	renewal.	

While	 the	 nation	 has	 experienced	 the	 stark	 reality	 of	 God's	
discipline,	these	passages	affirm	that	a	restored	relationship	with	
God	 is	 still	 attainable	 through	 repentance	 and	 the	 faithful	
leadership	God	Himself	will	provide.	

LESSONS 

1. A Shared Watchman Role for the Church  
is Necessary 
Ezekiel's	 watchman	 calling	 reminds	 believers	 today	 that	 the	
Church	 collectively	 holds	 a	 responsibility	 to	 stay	 spiritually	
vigilant,	warning	of	moral	and	doctrinal	pitfalls	not	just	for	its	own	
members	 but	 also	 for	 the	 surrounding	 community,	 all	 while	
maintaining	fidelity	to	God's	Word	rather	than	popular	opinion.	

2. Grace-Shaped Ministry Over Condemnation  
is More Productive 
Although	 divine	 judgment	 is	 pronounced	 on	 unfaithful	 leaders,	
the	repeated	emphasis	in	Ezekiel	on	God's	desire	for	repentance	
rather	 than	destruction	urges	 churches	 to	 shape	 their	outreach	
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and	pastoral	care	with	compassion,	emphasizing	restoration	and	
hope	for	anyone	willing	to	turn	back	to	God.	

3. Prioritizing the Flock Over our Personal Agendas 
is more Christ-Like 
The	failures	of	 Israel's	shepherds	serve	as	a	strong	caution	that	
church	 leaders	must	 examine	 their	motives,	 ensuring	 decisions	
about	 resources,	 teaching,	 and	 guidance	 focus	 on	 the	 spiritual	
nourishment	 and	 protection	 of	 the	 community,	 rather	 than	 the	
self-interest	or	prestige	of	the	shepherds	themselves.	
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5. 
Restoration, Renewal 
and the Prophecy of 
Gog and Magog 
EZEKIEL 35-39 

In	 Ezekiel	 25-34,	 the	 prophet	 pronounces	 judgment	 on	 Israel's	
neighbors,	showing	that	Ammon,	Moab,	Edom,	Philistia,	Tyre,	and	
Egypt	are	equally	accountable	to	the	God	of	Israel.	Their	pride	and	
mistreatment	of	God's	people	invite	destruction,	underscored	by	
the	downfall	of	Tyre	in	Ezekiel	28,	where	the	prince's	arrogance	is	
described	 in	exalted,	 almost	 supernatural	 language.	The	 lament	
over	Egypt	in	Ezekiel	29-32	further	demonstrates	that	no	empire	
is	exempt	from	divine	justice.	

In	 Ezekiel	 33,	 Ezekiel's	 watchman	 calling	 is	 reaffirmed,	
emphasizing	God's	desire	that	the	wicked	turn	from	sin	and	live.	
Chapter	 34	 highlights	 Israel's	 faithless	 shepherds	 who	 fed	
themselves	 rather	 than	 the	 flock,	 prompting	 God	 to	 declare	 "I	
Myself	will	search	for	My	sheep"	(Ezekiel	34:11)	and	to	promise	
"My	servant	David"	(Ezekiel	34:23)	as	the	true	shepherd,	offering	
hope	after	the	devastation	of	judgment.	
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As	we	move	into	Ezekiel	35-39,	we	will	witness	the	prophetic	lens	
shift	 toward	 the	 fate	 of	 Edom,	 the	 promise	 of	 Israel's	 full	
restoration,	 and	 the	 striking	 images	 of	 national	 rebirth	 and	
spiritual	 renewal,	 climaxing	 in	 the	 dramatic	 confrontation	with	
Gog	and	Magog	that	testifies	once	more	to	God's	sovereign	power	
over	all	nations	and	history.	

I. Mount Seir/Edom Judged  
(Ezekiel 35) 
This	 chapter	 opens	 with	 a	 message	 against	 Mount	 Seir,	
representing	Edom,	a	longtime	adversary	of	Israel.	

and	say	to	it,	
'Thus	says	the	Lord	God,	"Behold,	I	am	against	you,	
Mount	Seir,	
And	I	will	stretch	out	My	hand	against	you	
And	make	you	a	desolation	and	a	waste.	
-	Ezekiel	35:3	

Edom's	hostility	toward	Israel	and	its	eagerness	to	exploit	Judah's	
downfall	 invite	 divine	 punishment.	 By	 targeting	 Edom	 before	
describing	Israel's	restoration,	Ezekiel	underscores	that	enemies	
who	perpetuate	hatred	or	seek	personal	gain	through	another's	
tragedy	will	not	escape	God's	judgment.	

The	 prophecy	 thus	 draws	 a	 stark	 contrast	 between	 a	 nation	
destined	for	desolation	due	to	unrelenting	animosity	and	Israel's	
ultimate	hope	for	renewal.	In	the	broader	context	of	Ezekiel,	this	
condemnation	 of	 Edom	 serves	 as	 a	 warning	 that	 pride	 and	
vengeful	attitudes	will	eventually	be	confronted	by	God's	justice.	
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II. Israel's Future Blessings  
(Ezekiel 36) 
Shifting	 focus	 from	 Edom's	 bleak	 fate	 to	 Israel's	 rejuvenation,	
Ezekiel	portrays	a	radically	different	scenario.	

For	I	will	take	you	from	the	nations,	gather	you	from	
all	the	lands	and	bring	you	into	your	own	land.	
-	Ezekiel	36:24	

The	 chapter	 describes	 physical	 regathering,	 agricultural	
abundance,	and	above	all,	a	profound	spiritual	cleansing:	

25	Then	I	will	sprinkle	clean	water	on	you,	and	you	will	
be	clean;	I	will	cleanse	you	from	all	your	filthiness	and	
from	all	your	idols.	26	Moreover,	I	will	give	you	a	new	
heart	and	put	a	new	spirit	within	you;	and	I	will	
remove	the	heart	of	stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	
a	heart	of	flesh.	
-	Ezekiel	36:25-26	

Ezekiel	repeatedly	emphasizes	that	this	restoration	is	not	due	to	
Israel's	righteousness	but	for	the	sake	of	God's	holy	name	(Ezekiel	
36:22-23).	In	the	broader	context,	these	promises	outline	the	path	
from	 judgment	 to	 renewal,	 offering	 hope	 that	 God's	 grace	 can	
reestablish	a	people	marred	by	sin.	

For	 believers	 today,	 this	 resonates	 as	 a	 picture	 of	 divine	
transformation,	 both	 externally	 (in	 life	 circumstances)	 and	
internally	(in	the	human	heart).	



		

		

63 

III. Valley of Dry Bones  
(Ezekiel 37:1-14) 
One	of	the	most	iconic	visions	in	Ezekiel,	the	valley	of	dry	bones	
symbolizes	Israel's	national	resurrection	from	exile	and	despair.	
God	asks	the	prophet,	"Son	of	man,	can	these	bones	live?"	(Ezekiel	
37:3),	 and	 proceeds	 to	 breathe	 life	 into	 the	 scattered	 remains,	
causing	an	army	to	stand	on	its	feet.	

The	explanatory	note	comes	in	verse	11:	

Then	He	said	to	me,	"Son	of	man,	these	bones	are	the	
whole	house	of	Israel;	behold,	they	say,	'Our	bones	are	
dried	up	and	our	hope	has	perished.	We	are	
completely	cut	off.'	
-	Ezekiel	37:11	

God's	promise,	"I	will	put	My	Spirit	within	you	and	you	will	come	
to	life"	(Ezekiel	37:14),	underscores	His	power	to	reverse	even	the	
most	 hopeless	 situations.	 Beyond	 the	 immediate	 context	 of	
Israel's	 return	 from	 Babylon,	 this	 vision	 points	 to	 the	
transformative	work	of	God's	Spirit	in	reviving	spiritual	deadness.	
In	the	grander	narrative	of	Ezekiel,	it	signals	that	while	judgment	
is	real,	ultimate	restoration	remains	firmly	in	God's	hands.	

Contradiction between the Imagery  
of "Bones" and "Renewal" 
In	ancient	Israel,	death	and	contact	with	dead	bodies	were	indeed	
considered	defiling	(Numbers	19:11-16),	which	underscores	the	
shocking	nature	of	Ezekiel's	vision	of	a	valley	full	of	dry	bones	in	
Ezekiel	37.	
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Far	from	being	a	contradiction,	this	imagery	powerfully	highlights	
the	extremity	of	Israel's	hopelessness,	so	 lifeless	and	unclean	in	
spiritual	terms	that	only	divine	intervention	could	restore	them.	
By	choosing	one	of	the	strongest	symbols	of	ritual	impurity	and	
utter	 despair,	 God	 demonstrates	 that	 He	 can	 overcome	 every	
obstacle	to	bring	renewal	and	life.	

In	other	words,	where	humans	see	impossibility,	defilement	and	
death,	God	reveals	His	sovereignty	by	creating	a	new	beginning,	
thus	 transforming	 an	 image	 of	 uncleanness	 into	 one	 of	 joy	 and	
resurrection.	 This	 tension	 accentuates	 the	 depth	 of	 Israel's	
predicament	and	the	magnitude	of	God's	saving	power.	

IV. Two Sticks Joined  
(Ezekiel 37:15-28) 
Following	 the	 vision	 of	 dry	 bones,	 Ezekiel	 receives	 another	
symbolic	act	 involving	two	sticks,	one	labeled	for	Judah	and	the	
other	for	Joseph/Ephraim,	joined	into	a	single	piece	of	wood.	

say	to	them,	'Thus	says	the	Lord	God,	"Behold,	I	will	
take	the	stick	of	Joseph,	which	is	in	the	hand	of	
Ephraim,	and	the	tribes	of	Israel,	his	companions;	and	I	
will	put	them	with	it,	with	the	stick	of	Judah,	and	make	
them	one	stick,	and	they	will	be	one	in	My	hand."'	
-	Ezekiel	37:19	

This	act	signifies	the	reunification	of	the	divided	kingdoms	under	
one	king.	God	promises	a	future	"everlasting	covenant"	(Ezekiel	
37:26)	of	peace	and	fellowship,	 identifying	a	single	shepherd	to	
rule	over	a	restored,	undivided	nation.	
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In	the	broader	context	of	the	book,	this	ensures	that	the	renewal	
God	 envisions	 is	 not	 partial	 but	 comprehensive,	 undoing	
generational	 rifts	 and	 political	 schisms.	 The	 application	 for	
contemporary	 faith	 communities	 is	 that	 God's	 redemptive	 plan	
includes	 reconciling	 divisions	 and	 establishing	 a	 unified	 people	
under	His	righteous	reign.	

KEY THEMES 

God's	 power	 to	 transform	 both	 land	 and	 hearts	 emerges	
powerfully	 in	 Ezekiel	 35-37,	 from	 condemning	 unrepentant	
hostility	(Edom)	to	granting	Israel	a	new	heart	and	spirit.	Spiritual	
renewal	 is	 dramatically	 pictured	 as	 resurrection,	 emphasizing	
that	no	scenario	is	beyond	God's	ability	to	restore.	

Finally,	the	unification	of	previously	fractured	communities	under	
one	 king	 highlights	 covenant	 faithfulness	 as	 the	 culmination	 of	
divine	 restoration.	 These	 chapters	 convey	 that	 while	 God's	
judgment	is	sure,	His	capacity	and	will	to	redeem	remain	at	the	
forefront	of	His	purposes	for	His	people.	

V. Prophecy of Gog and Magog  
(Ezekiel 38-39) 

A. Invasion by Gog of Magog 
Ezekiel	38	opens	with	a	startling	picture	of	an	immense	coalition	
gathering	against	Israel	under	the	command	of	Gog	from	the	land	
of	Magog.	 "Son	of	man,	 set	your	 face	 toward	Gog	of	 the	 land	of	
Magog…"	(Ezekiel	38:2).	Various	nations,	including	Persia,	Cush,	
Put,	 Gomer,	 and	 Beth-togarmah	 (Ezekiel	 38:5-6),	 join	 forces	 to	
assault	the	restored	people	of	God,	indicating	a	global-scale	threat.	
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Historically,	 "Magog"	 is	 sometimes	 linked	 to	 regions	 north	 of	
Israel	(possibly	in	Asia	Minor	or	near	the	Black	Sea)	inhabited	by	
peoples	 such	 as	 the	 Scythians,	 though	 the	 text	 itself	 lacks	
historical	markers	pinning	down	an	exact	location.	Some	interpret	
Gog	 as	 a	 purely	 historical	 figure,	 perhaps	 a	 tribal	 leader	 or	
symbolic	of	an	empire	opposing	Israel,	while	others	view	him	as	a	
future	eschatological	antagonist	(a	character	that	appears	at	the	
end	of	the	world	in	some	form).	Allegorically,	Gog	represents	any	
power	that	magnifies	itself	against	God's	people,	highlighting	the	
finality	of	divine	triumph.	

Despite	 the	 impressive	might	 of	 this	 alliance,	 God	 orchestrates	
their	approach	to	demonstrate	His	sovereignty:	

and	you	will	come	up	against	My	people	Israel	like	a	
cloud	to	cover	the	land.	It	shall	come	about	in	the	last	
days	that	I	will	bring	you	against	My	land,	so	that	the	
nations	may	know	Me	when	I	am	sanctified	through	
you	before	their	eyes,	O	Gog."	
-	Ezekiel	38:16	

This	 invasion	 takes	 place	 "in	 the	 latter	 years"	 (Ezekiel	 38:8),	
suggesting	 a	 time	 beyond	 the	 immediate	 historical	 context	 of	
Ezekiel's	 era.	 Through	 a	 cataclysmic	 display,	 earthquakes,	
confusion,	 and	 cosmic	 upheavals	 (Ezekiel	 38:19-22),	 God	
decisively	defends	Israel,	underscoring	that	no	human	or	spiritual	
force	can	thwart	His	covenant	promises	to	His	people.	

B. God's Purpose and the Aftermath 
Chapters	 38-39	 emphasize	 that	 God's	 ultimate	 aim	 in	 allowing	
Gog's	 advance	 is	 to	 "display	 [His]	holiness	 in	 the	 sight	of	many	
nations"	 (Ezekiel	 38:23).	 Historically,	 some	 commentators	 link	
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this	scenario	to	post-exilic	conflicts	or	see	partial	echoes	in	later	
invasions	of	the	land.	

Yet	 the	 scale	 and	 language	 are	 so	 extensive,	 reminiscent	 of	
apocalyptic	 descriptions,	 that	 many	 interpreters	 read	 it	 as	 a	
depiction	of	a	final,	cosmic	confrontation.	

Following	Gog's	defeat,	"the	house	of	Israel	will	be	burying	them	
in	 order	 to	 cleanse	 the	 land"	 (Ezekiel	 39:12),	 an	 action	
underscoring	God's	power	to	purge	evil	 influences	entirely.	The	
invaders'	weaponry	is	used	for	fuel	(Ezekiel	39:9-10),	reinforcing	
the	completeness	of	victory.	

Within	Ezekiel's	 broader	narrative,	 these	 chapters	 confirm	 that	
Israel's	 restoration,	 promised	 in	 Ezekiel	 36-37,	 endures	 under	
divine	 protection,	 even	 when	 faced	 with	 seemingly	
insurmountable	foes.	

C. Identifying Gog and Magog:  
Historical vs. Allegorical 
Scholars	have	long	debated	the	exact	identity	of	Gog	and	Magog.	
Historically,	proposals	range	from:	

1. A	reference	to	Gyges	of	Lydia	(in	western	Asia	Minor)	and	
nearby	nations	hostile	to	Israel.	

2. A	symbolic	portrayal	of	Scythian	tribes	from	the	far	north,	
known	for	their	invasions	in	the	ancient	Near	East.	

3. A	 broader	 designation	 for	 any	 foreign	 coalition	 that	
threatened	Israel	in	Ezekiel's	day.	
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4. Allegorically	or	 eschatologically	 (referring	 to	end	 times	
or	 the	 end	 of	 the	world),	many	 see	 Gog	 and	Magog	 as	
representing	 the	 ultimate	 adversaries	 of	 God's	 people,	
culminating	in	a	final	battle	between	good	and	evil,	a	view	
supported	 by	 the	 vision's	 apocalyptic	 (meaning	
momentous	or	catastrophic)	nature	and	its	reappearance	
in	Revelation	20:7-8.	

7	When	the	thousand	years	are	completed,	Satan	will	
be	released	from	his	prison,	8	and	will	come	out	to	
deceive	the	nations	which	are	in	the	four	corners	of	the	
earth,	Gog	and	Magog,	to	gather	them	together	for	the	
war;	the	number	of	them	is	like	the	sand	of	the	
seashore.	
-	Revelation	20:7-8	

From	an	amillennial	perspective,	which	is	the	name	of	the	position	
generally	held	by	Churches	of	Christ	concerning	the	interpretation	
of	 matters	 having	 to	 do	 with	 the	 end	 times.	 We	 believe,	 for	
example,	 that	 the	 "Thousand-year	 reign"	 is	 a	 symbolic	 number	
that	represents	the	church	era	and	not	a	literal	1,000	year	period	
that	will	commence	when	Jesus	comes.	

We	also	hold	to	the	idea	that	when	Jesus	returns	(only	once)	this	
will	usher	in	the	end	of	the	world	and	the	beginning	of	the	eternal	
life	 dimension	 that	 all	 Christians	 will	 experience.	 Therefore,	
Revelation	 20:8	 is	 typically	 understood	 as	 describing	 the	 final	
rebellion	of	all	the	wicked	nations	against	the	people	of	God,	an	
event	symbolically	foreshadowed	in	Ezekiel	38:1-4.	

In	 other	 words,	 amillennial	 interpreters	 view	 the	 "thousand	
years"	mentioned	 in	Revelation	20	as	 the	current	church	age	 in	
which	Satan's	power	to	deceive	the	nations	is	restricted	(because	
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the	gospel	 is	being	preached),	but	near	the	end	of	this	age	he	is	
released	briefly	to	mobilize	a	final	uprising.	

The	reference	to	"Gog	and	Magog"	in	Revelation	20:8	is,	therefore,	
not	 a	 literal	 reappearance	 of	 any	 specific	 ancient	 nation,	 but	 a	
symbolic	 depiction	 of	 all	 the	 hostile	 powers	marshaled	 against	
God's	people	in	history's	last	conflict.	

In	Ezekiel	38:1-4,	the	prophet	envisions	a	vast	coalition	led	by	Gog	
from	 the	 land	 of	 Magog	 threatening	 Israel	 after	 God	 has	
regathered	and	 renewed	His	people.	This	Old	Testament	oracle	
describes	 a	 climactic	 showdown	 where	 God	 Himself	 decisively	
intervenes.	

While	 Ezekiel's	 prophecy	 spoke	 to	 an	 ancient	 Israelite	 context,	
foretelling	 the	 futility	 of	 any	 nation's	 attempt	 to	 destroy	 God's	
restored	community,	amillennialists	see	its	ultimate	fulfillment	in	
the	 apocalyptic	 language	 of	 Revelation	 20.	 Ezekiel's	 vision,	
therefore,	 of	 a	 final,	 overwhelming	 enemy	 force	 serves	 as	 a	
prototype	 for	 the	 universal	 rebellion	 described	 in	 Revelation,	
where	all	nations	under	Satan's	influence	align	themselves	against	
the	Church.	

Thus,	 what	 Ezekiel	 says	 finds	 its	 final	 fulfillment	 in	 Revelation	
20:8:	 God's	 people,	 once	 restored	 (as	 in	 Ezekiel	 36-37),	 face	 a	
seemingly	 insurmountable	 foe	 (Gog	 and	 Magog)	 yet	 remain	
secure	under	God's	sovereign	protection.	

For	amillennialists,	Ezekiel	38-39	point	beyond	any	one	historical	
invasion	toward	an	eschatological	reality	where	God	conclusively	
defeats	every	evil	power,	vindicating	His	name	and	safeguarding	
His	 covenant	 community	 (the	 church)	 in	 the	 face	 of	 satanic	
opposition.	
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The	text's	grand	scale	of	devastation	and	miraculous	deliverance	
suggests	that	while	historical	names	and	descriptions	may	inform	
the	imagery,	the	prophecy	looks	beyond	a	mere	one-time	event	to	
a	climactic	demonstration	of	God's	sovereign	power	in	the	future.	

KEY THEMES 

God's	ultimate	sovereignty	in	global	affairs	emerges	as	He	directs	
the	 course	of	nations	and	orchestrates	 Israel's	deliverance.	The	
triumph	over	evil	is	portrayed	as	part	of	God's	redemptive	plan;	
even	 the	most	 formidable	alliance	arrayed	against	God's	people	
cannot	stand,	then	and	now.	

Finally,	the	public	vindication	of	God's	name	and	His	people	are	
paramount:	

"And	I	will	set	My	glory	among	the	nations;	and	all	the	
nations	will	see	My	judgment	which	I	have	executed	
and	My	hand	which	I	have	laid	on	them.	
-	Ezekiel	39:21	

This	 teaches	 that	 while	 Israel's	 exile	 once	 implied	 divine	
abandonment,	 the	 vanquishing	 of	 Gog	 and	 Magog	 declares	
unequivocally	 that	 God	 remains	 the	 unchallenged	 Ruler	 over	
history	 and	 will	 guard	 His	 covenant	 community	 from	 every	
ultimate	threat	until	the	end	of	time.	
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LESSONS 

1. God's Restoration Transcends Individual Renewal 
Ezekiel's	 vision	 in	 chapters	 35-37	 goes	 beyond	 personal	
transformation	 and	 showcases	 how	 God	 restores	 entire	
communities	and	even	the	land	itself,	reminding	believers	that	His	
redemptive	work	can	impact	social	structures,	cultural	practices,	
and	 national	 destinies,	 well	 beyond	 the	 boundaries	 of	 one's	
individual	life.	He	is	bigger	than	we	can	imagine!	

2. There is Hope Amid Dire Circumstances 
Whether	confronting	the	desolation	of	Mount	Seir	or	the	hopeless	
valley	 of	 dry	 bones,	 Ezekiel	 highlights	 that	 even	 the	 starkest	
bleakness	 is	 subject	 to	God's	 creative	power;	 this	 teaches	us	 to	
trust	 God's	 ability	 to	 bring	 genuine	 life	 and	 hope	when	 human	
solutions	appear	entirely	inadequate.	Nothing	is	impossible	with	
God!	

3. God's Sovereignty over Global Conflict 
Ezekiel	 38-39	 illustrates	 that	 massive	 coalitions	 like	 Gog	 and	
Magog,	 no	 matter	 how	 overwhelming,	 ultimately	 serve	 God's	
larger	 plan	 of	 demonstrating	 His	 holiness;	 believers	 today	 can	
remain	 steadfast	 in	 faith,	 knowing	 that	 no	 worldly	 power	 or	
alliance	can	thwart	the	Lord's	final	purposes.	In	the	end,	no	matter	
what,	we	win!	
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READ: EZEKIEL 40-48 
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6. 
The Vision of the  
New Temple and 
Temple Worship 
EZEKIEL 40-48 

In	 Ezekiel	 35-36,	 the	 prophet	 pronounces	 judgment	 on	 Edom,	
contrasting	 its	 hostility	with	 Israel's	 promised	 restoration,	 and	
then	 portrays	 Israel's	 transformation	 in	 vivid	 images	 of	
regathering,	cleansing,	and	national	resurrection	in	Ezekiel	37,	the	
valley	of	dry	bones	illustrates	God's	power	to	bring	life	from	utter	
hopelessness,	 while	 the	 joining	 of	 two	 sticks	 symbolizes	 the	
reunification	of	formerly	divided	kingdoms	under	a	single	Davidic	
shepherd.	

In	 Ezekiel	 38-39,	 the	 Gog-Magog	 conflict	 highlights	 God's	
sovereignty	over	global	affairs	and	His	determination	to	protect	
His	 covenant	 people	 from	 overwhelming	 forces,	 thereby	
vindicating	His	name	among	the	nations	and	confirming	the	new	
era	of	blessing	and	spiritual	vitality	He	has	pledged	to	Israel.	
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With	 these	 dramatic	 assurances	 of	 restoration	 and	 victory	
established,	we	now	move	 to	Ezekiel	40-48,	where	 the	prophet	
unveils	 a	 grand	 vision	 of	 a	 renewed	 temple,	 its	 detailed	
measurements	and	worship	practices,	and	the	ultimate	promise	
of	God's	glory	returning	to	dwell	among	His	people.	

I. Detailed Temple Vision  
(Ezekiel 40-41) 
Ezekiel's	final	vision	commences	with	a	detailed	tour	of	a	future	
temple,	beginning	in	Ezekiel	40:2-4,	where	the	prophet	sees	a	man	
with	a	measuring	rod.	Carefully	noting	 the	dimensions	of	gates,	
courtyards,	and	rooms,	Ezekiel	conveys	God's	precise	design	for	
sacred	space.	

"He	 brought	 me	 there;	 and	 behold,	 there	 was	 a	 man	 whose	
appearance	was	 like	 the	 appearance	 of	 bronze"	 (Ezekiel	 40:3),	
emphasizing	the	heavenly	or	angelic	quality	of	the	guide.	

Temple measurements 
Ezekiel's	 temple	 vision	 (Chapters	 40-48)	 describes	 dimensions	
and	 architectural	 details	 far	 exceeding	 those	 of	 any	 historical	
temple,	 and	 these	 "exaggerated"	 measurements	 serve	 a	
theological	and	symbolic	rather	than	purely	literal	purpose.	

First,	the	scale	underscores	God's	perfect	holiness	and	complete	
restoration.	 Ezekiel	 envisions	 a	 renewed	worship	 environment	
where	everything	is	measured	according	to	divine	standards.	

Second,	 such	 grand	 dimensions	 convey	 the	 ideal	 nature	 of	 this	
future	 temple:	 it	 is	 not	 an	 ordinary	 structure	 constructed	 by	
human	hands,	but	a	depiction	of	God's	ultimate	presence	among	
His	people,	free	from	defilement.	
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Third,	 like	 many	 biblical	 visions	 and	 apocalyptic	 texts,	 these	
measurements	 can	 function	 as	 spiritual	 imagery	 rather	 than	
engineering	 blueprints,	 emphasizing	 themes	 of	 order,	 holiness,	
and	 abundance	 rather	 than	 prescribing	 exact	 physical	
specifications.	 Consequently,	 the	 apparent	 exaggeration	
highlights	God's	transcendent	greatness	and	the	comprehensive	
scope	of	the	restoration	He	promises	in	the	latter	days.	

A. Tour of the Inner Court and Priestly Chambers 
(Ezekiel 42) 
Ezekiel	 proceeds	 into	 the	 inner	 courts,	 noting	 the	 chambers	
assigned	for	priests.	

1	Then	he	brought	me	out	into	the	outer	court,	the	way	
toward	the	north;	and	he	brought	me	to	the	chamber	
which	was	opposite	the	separate	area	and	opposite	the	
building	toward	the	north.	2	Along	the	length,	which	
was	a	hundred	cubits,	was	the	north	door;	the	width	
was	fifty	cubits.	
-	Ezekiel	42:1-2	

These	rooms	provide	for	the	storage	of	offerings	and	the	priests'	
sacred	 duties,	 underscoring	 the	 priority	 of	 holiness	 in	 every	
aspect	of	temple	service.	The	text	underscores	God's	desire	for	a	
devoted	 priesthood,	 untainted	 by	 idolatry	 or	 worldly	
compromises.	

This	meticulous	organization	signifies	a	restored	form	of	worship,	
echoing	 Ezekiel's	 earlier	 calls	 to	 separate	 the	 profane	 from	 the	
holy.	
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B. Return of God's Glory and Altar (Ezekiel 43) 
In	Ezekiel	43:1-5,	the	prophet	witnesses	the	glory	of	the	Lord	re-
entering	 the	 temple:	 "And	behold,	 the	glory	of	 the	God	of	 Israel	
was	coming	from	the	way	of	the	east…	and	the	earth	shone	with	
His	glory."	

This	 reverses	 the	 departure	 described	 in	 Ezekiel	 10-11,	 where	
God's	presence	withdrew	due	to	rampant	sin.	Here,	the	emphasis	
is	 on	 reconciliation:	 God	 once	 again	 dwells	 in	 the	midst	 of	 His	
people.	

The	chapter	also	includes	instructions	for	consecrating	the	altar	
(Ezekiel	 43:13-27),	 ensuring	 a	 proper	 system	 of	 sacrifice	 that	
reflects	reverence	and	obedience.	Within	the	larger	context,	this	
restoration	of	divine	presence	confirms	that	judgment	was	never	
God's	 ultimate	 goal,	 His	 plan	 is	 always	 directed	 toward	
redemption	and	renewed	fellowship.	

C. Guidelines for Worship and Priests  
(Ezekiel 44-46) 
In	 chapters	 44-46,	 Ezekiel	 outlines	 the	 conduct	 and	
responsibilities	of	priests.	"No	foreigner	uncircumcised	in	heart…	
shall	enter	My	sanctuary"	(Ezekiel	44:9),	reinforcing	the	theme	of	
purity.	

The	 prince's	 offerings	 and	 the	 festive	 calendar	 also	 receive	
attention	(Ezekiel	45:17-25),	highlighting	worship	as	a	communal	
celebration	of	God's	covenant	faithfulness.	"The	prince	shall	not	
take	from	the	people's	inheritance"	(Ezekiel	46:18)	underscores	
just	leadership	that	protects	rather	than	exploits.	
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These	ordinances	 ensure	 that	 the	 renewed	 community	upholds	
God's	 holiness	 and	 justice,	 in	 contrast	 to	 the	 corrupt	 practices	
condemned	in	earlier	chapters.	

D. River of Life (Ezekiel 47:1-12) 
From	 the	 temple's	 threshold	 flows	 a	 life-giving	 river,	 gradually	
increasing	in	depth.	

Then	he	brought	me	back	to	the	door	of	the	house;	and	
behold,	water	was	flowing	from	under	the	threshold	of	
the	house	toward	the	east,	for	the	house	faced	east.	
And	the	water	was	flowing	down	from	under,	from	the	
right	side	of	the	house,	from	south	of	the	altar.	
-	Ezekiel	47:1	

This	 water	 revives	 the	 desert,	 heals	 the	 Dead	 Sea,	 and	 fosters	
abundant	 plant	 growth	whose	 leaves	 "will	 not	wither"	 (Ezekiel	
47:12).	

The	imagery	hearkens	back	to	Eden	(Genesis	2)	and	foreshadows	
the	eternal	renewal	described	in	Revelation	22.	Within	Ezekiel,	it	
represents	 the	 outpouring	 of	 God's	 blessing	 and	 the	 spiritual	
vitality	 that	 ensues	 when	 God's	 presence	 dwells	 among	 His	
people.	 As	 opposed	 to	 the	 judgment	 scenes	 of	 desolation,	 this	
vision	offers	a	promise	of	generative	power	that	springs	directly	
from	the	divine	sanctuary.	

E. Division of the Land and The New City  
(Ezekiel 47:13-48:35) 
Ezekiel's	vision	closes	with	 the	demarcation	of	 tribal	 territories	
(47:13-48:29)	 and	 the	 allotment	 for	 the	 new	 city,	 named	 "The	
Lord	Is	There"	(Ezekiel	48:35).	
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This	declaration	signifies	a	permanent,	unbreakable	communion:	
God's	 abiding	 presence	 among	 His	 covenant	 people.	 Unlike	
previous	 divisions	 marred	 by	 injustice	 or	 political	 strife,	 this	
allocation	underscores	divine	equity	and	order.	

In	 the	 broader	 prophetic	 context,	 it	 fulfills	 earlier	 restoration	
promises,	confirming	that	the	land,	worship,	and	fellowship	with	
God	are	all	integrally	restored.	

II. Key Themes 

A. God's restored presence among His people 
The	reentry	of	God's	glory	into	the	temple	signifies	that	judgment	
has	given	way	to	renewed	fellowship.	

B. Abundant life flowing from God's presence 
The	 river	 that	 transforms	 waste	 into	 fertile	 ground	 mirrors	
spiritual	a	revival	at	the	heart	of	God's	restoration.	

C. Fulfillment of covenant promises in worship and land 
Every	 measurement,	 ordinance,	 and	 boundary	 line	 points	 to	 a	
comprehensive	redemption	for	God's	people.	

III. Concluding Reflections  
Major Theological Threads: 

1. Holiness, Judgment, and Restoration in God's plan 
Ezekiel's	final	chapters	affirm	that	God's	holiness	cannot	abide	sin,	
yet	He	always	aims	to	restore	repentant	people.	
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2. Individual Responsibility vs. Corporate Accountability 
While	 the	 nation	 as	 a	 whole	 experiences	 renewal,	 personal	
devotion	to	God's	ways	remains	crucial	to	sustain	His	presence.	

3. God's Faithfulness in ultimately restoring His people 
The	 entire	 vision	 demonstrates	 that	 exiled	 Israel	 is	 not	
abandoned;	God's	covenant	promises	endure	beyond	the	darkest	
judgments.	

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

1.	Repentance:	Turning	from	idols	of	the	heart	remains	essential	
for	maintaining	fellowship	with	a	holy	God.	

2.	Leadership:	Shepherding	with	integrity	and	love,	as	seen	in	the	
prince's	just	role	and	the	priests'	adherence	to	purity,	stands	vital	
for	a	community's	spiritual	health.	

3.	Hope:	Trusting	God's	power	to	bring	life	from	death,	whether	
symbolized	by	the	valley	of	dry	bones	or	the	river	of	life,	reminds	
believers	 that	 renewal	 is	 always	 possible	 through	 divine	
intervention.	

4.	 New	 Testament	 Connections:	A.	 Good	 Shepherd	 (John	 10):	
Jesus	 fulfills	 the	 role	 of	 the	 faithful	 leader	 God	 promised	 in	
Ezekiel	34.	

• New	Heart	(II	 Corinthians	 3;	Hebrews	8):	 The	 internal	
transformation	 promised	 in	 Ezekiel	 36	 undergirds	 the	
New	 Covenant's	 emphasis	 on	 spirit-empowered	
obedience	(Acts	2:38)	
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• The	River	of	Life	(Revelation	22):	John's	vision	of	a	life-
giving	river	 flowing	 from	God's	 throne	echoes	Ezekiel's	
prophecy,	 portraying	 the	 final	 consummation	 of	 God's	
redemptive	plan.	

IV. Comparison of the  
Four Major Prophets 

Isaiah 

• Time:	Prophesied	primarily	in	the	late	8th	century	BC,	during	
the	reigns	of	Uzziah,	Jotham,	Ahaz,	and	Hezekiah	(about	740-
700	BC).	

• Main	Message:	Called	Judah	to	trust	God	rather	than	foreign	
alliances,	announcing	judgment	on	sin	yet	promising	a	future	
Messiah	and	ultimate	restoration.	

• Unique	 Visual/Poetic	 Feature:	His	 prophecies	 include	
grand,	poetic	visions	of	a	coming	King	and	a	suffering	Servant	
(e.g.,	 Isaiah	 6:1-5;	 Isaiah	 53),	 renowned	 for	 their	 literary	
richness	and	messianic	hope.	

• Results:	Despite	 widespread	 complacency,	 Isaiah's	 words	
laid	 the	 theological	 foundation	 for	 hope	 in	 exile	 and	 the	
coming	 of	 God's	 kingdom,	 significantly	 influencing	 later	
prophets	and	New	Testament	writers.	

Jeremiah 

• Time:	Ministered	 in	 the	 late	 7th	 to	 early	 6th	 century	 BC	
(about	627-580	BC),	spanning	the	 last	days	of	 Judah	before	
the	Babylonian	exile.	
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• Main	Message:	Urged	repentance	to	avert	disaster,	warning	
that	Judah's	persistent	sin	would	end	in	Jerusalem's	fall	and	
exile,	 yet	 also	 offering	 a	 promise	 of	 a	 "new	 covenant"	
(Jeremiah	31).	

• Unique	 Visual/Poetic	 Feature:	Known	 as	 "the	 weeping	
prophet,"	he	employed	symbolic	acts	(wearing	a	 linen	sash,	
smashing	a	pot)	and	heartfelt	 laments	to	convey	God's	grief	
over	Judah's	rebellion.	

• Results:	His	warnings	went	largely	unheeded;	Jerusalem	fell	
as	predicted,	but	his	promise	of	a	restored	covenant	shaped	
Jewish	identity	and	pointed	toward	the	eventual	return	and	
spiritual	renewal.	

Ezekiel 

• Time:	Exilic	 prophet	 active	 from	 about	 593-571	 BC,	 living	
among	the	first	group	of	Judean	captives	in	Babylon.	

• Main	 Message:	Announced	 God's	 impending	 judgment	 on	
Jerusalem	 for	 rampant	 idolatry,	 then	 pivoted	 to	 themes	 of	
restoration,	focusing	on	God's	sovereignty,	a	new	heart	for	His	
people,	and	the	return	of	His	glory.	

• Unique	 Visual/Poetic	 Feature:	Employed	 striking	 visions	
(the	 throne-chariot	 of	 God,	 valley	 of	 dry	 bones)	 and	 vivid	
symbolic	acts	(siege	of	a	brick,	lying	on	sides)	to	dramatize	his	
prophecies.	

• Results:	His	messages	prepared	the	exiles	for	Jerusalem's	fall	
and	 later	 instilled	 hope	 of	 revival	 and	 covenant	 renewal,	
shaping	Israel's	understanding	of	God's	holiness	and	ultimate	
restoration.	
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Daniel 

• Time:	Taken	captive	to	Babylon	around	605	BC,	ministering	
through	 the	 entire	Babylonian	 empire	 and	 into	 the	Persian	
era	(6th	century	BC).	

• Main	Message:	Emphasized	God's	 sovereignty	 over	 human	
kingdoms,	showing	that	even	in	exile,	God	directs	history	and	
will	establish	His	eternal	kingdom.	

• Unique	 Visual/Poetic	 Feature:	Renowned	 for	 apocalyptic	
visions	(four	beasts,	statue	dream,	seventy	weeks),	blending	
narrative	 court	 stories	 with	 symbolic	 prophecies	 of	 future	
empires	and	final	deliverance.	

• Results:	Served	 as	 an	 influential	 witness	 to	 pagan	 kings,	
demonstrating	God's	power,	and	offered	persecuted	believers	
a	 steadfast	 assurance	 that	 God	 ultimately	 reigns,	 inspiring	
faith	under	foreign	rule.	

V. Ezekiel – Uniqueness 
Ezekiel	stands	out	among	the	major	prophets	due	to	his	dual	role	
as	 a	 priest	 and	 prophet	 living	 in	 exile,	 delivering	messages	 far	
from	Jerusalem's	temple	rather	than	within	its	precincts.	

Unlike	 Isaiah	and	 Jeremiah,	who	primarily	warned	those	still	 in	
the	land,	Ezekiel's	writings	address	his	fellow	captives	in	Babylon,	
employing	dramatic	 symbolic	acts,	 such	as	 lying	on	his	 side	 for	
extended	 periods	 and	 shaving	 his	 hair,	 to	 illustrate	 God's	
impending	judgment.	

His	 elaborate	 visions	 (e.g.,	 the	 throne-chariot	 in	 Ezekiel	 1,	 the	
valley	of	dry	bones	in	Ezekiel	37)	surpass	even	the	vivid	imagery	
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of	other	prophetic	books,	emphasizing	God's	transcendent	glory	
and	the	hope	of	restoration	after	judgment.	

This	exilic	setting,	combined	with	his	priestly	background,	gives	
Ezekiel's	prophecy	a	unique	focus	on	the	holiness	of	God	and	the	
eventual	renewal	of	both	the	temple	and	the	people's	hearts.	

LESSONS 

1. Bold Obedience in Difficult Assignments 
Ezekiel's	 ministry	 was	 shaped	 by	 visions	 and	 commands	 that	
required	extreme	personal	sacrifice,	such	as	lying	on	his	side	for	
days	 (Ezekiel	 4)	 or	 refraining	 from	 mourning	 his	 wife's	 death	
(Ezekiel	24).	

Christians	today	can	apply	this	by	fully	trusting	God's	directives	
even	 when	 they	 seem	 costly	 or	 counter-cultural.	 It	 means	
embracing	 His	 mission,	 whether	 that	 entails	 serving	 in	 an	
unfamiliar	context,	standing	up	for	truth	in	tense	environments,	
or	enduring	personal	hardships	for	the	sake	of	the	gospel.	

Ezekiel's	example	shows	that	true	obedience	flows	from	a	heart	
set	on	glorifying	God	rather	than	seeking	personal	comfort.	

2. Creative Communication of God's Message 
Throughout	his	prophetic	ministry,	Ezekiel	used	symbolic	actions,	
parables,	and	vivid	imagery	to	illustrate	 judgment	and	hope.	He	
did	not	rely	on	words	alone	but	engaged	hearts	and	minds	through	
powerful,	sometimes	shocking,	acts	(Ezekiel	5:1-4;	Ezekiel	12:1-
7).	



		

		

85 

Modern	believers	 can	 learn	 from	his	 creativity	 by	 finding	 fresh	
ways	 to	 share	 biblical	 truths,	 through	 storytelling,	 art,	 social	
media,	 or	 community	 engagement,	 so	 that	 people	 see	 and	
experience	the	relevance	of	God's	Word.	

The	goal	 is	not	gimmicks	but	sincere	strategies	 that	convey	 the	
gravity	and	grace	of	God's	message.	

3. Trust in God's Sovereignty and Redemptive Plan 
Ezekiel	lived	during	the	destruction	of	Jerusalem,	a	national	crisis	
that	might	have	led	many	to	despair.	Yet	he	consistently	pointed	
to	God's	 promise	 of	 restoration	 (Ezekiel	 36-37),	 demonstrating	
unwavering	 confidence	 in	 the	 Lord's	 power	 to	 bring	 life	 from	
death.	

In	a	world	often	marked	by	chaos	and	uncertainty,	Christians	can	
follow	Ezekiel's	example	by	maintaining	hope,	interceding	for	the	
spiritually	broken,	and	affirming	God's	ability	to	revive	even	the	
driest	"bones."	

This	steadfast	trust	can	fuel	a	 faithful,	 forward-looking	ministry	
that	proclaims	redemption	and	new	beginnings	wherever	God's	
truth	is	planted.	

 	



		

		

86 

NOTES 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	



		

		

87 

	

SOURCES 
CHAPTER 1 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(Multiple	Translations)	
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• English	Standard	Version	(ESV)	

• New	King	James	Version	(NKJV)	

• King	James	Version	(KJV)	These	translations	provide	the	
primary	text	of	Ezekiel	and	biblical	cross-references.	

2.	Biblical	Commentaries	on	Ezekiel	

• Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(2	Vols.,	NICOT	
Series)	
An	in-depth	evangelical	commentary	focusing	on	the	
historical,	linguistic,	and	theological	aspects	of	Ezekiel.	

• John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	&	
Commentary	(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentary)	
A	concise	commentary	providing	key	insights	and	
practical	applications.	

• Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel	
(The	Bible	Speaks	Today)	
A	pastoral	and	theological	approach	emphasizing	the	
prophet's	message	for	today.	
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3.	Biblical	Background	&	Reference	Works	

• NIV	Cultural	Backgrounds	Study	Bible	
Offers	historical,	social,	and	cultural	notes	relevant	to	
Ezekiel's	context.	

• The	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	
Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	
Matthews,	and	Mark	W.	Chavalas)	
Provides	accessible	background	and	archaeological	data	
on	OT	passages.	

• Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Backgrounds	
Commentary:	Old	Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	
Walton)	
Rich	in	visual	aids	and	archaeological	context	to	
illuminate	Ezekiel's	world.	

4.	Bible	Dictionaries	&	Encyclopedias	

• Anchor	Yale	Bible	Dictionary	(6	Vols.)	
Comprehensive	articles	on	Ezekiel,	Babylonian	exile,	
priestly	roles,	and	more.	

• Eerdmans	Dictionary	of	the	Bible	
Brief	but	informative	entries	on	key	terms,	historical	
contexts,	and	personages	in	Ezekiel.	

5.	Academic	Journals	and	Articles	(Optional)	

• Journal	of	Biblical	Literature	(JBL),	Biblica,	or	Vetus	
Testamentum	(VT)	
For	specialized	studies	and	recent	scholarly	discussions	
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on	Ezekiel's	themes,	historical	context,	and	interpretive	
debates.	

6.	Online	Resources	

• Bible	Gateway	
(for	parallel	translations	and	quick	references)	

• Blue	Letter	Bible	
(for	Hebrew	word	studies	and	interlinear	references)	

• STEP	Bible	(by	Tyndale	House)	
Helpful	for	cross-referencing	and	lexical	studies	specific	
to	Ezekiel's	Hebrew	terms.	

These	resources	collectively	undergird	the	themes	of	holiness,	
judgment,	and	restoration	discussed	in	the	Book	of	Ezekiel,	shed	
light	on	the	prophet's	priestly-prophetic	role,	and	reinforce	the	
historical	setting	of	the	Babylonian	exile.	They	will	also	help	
substantiate	Ezekiel's	authorship,	the	dating	of	his	ministry,	and	
his	essential	messages	for	both	ancient	Israel	and	contemporary	
faith	communities.	
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CHAPTER 2 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(NASB	1995)	

• Primary	text	from	which	direct	quotations	and	
expository	insights	are	drawn.	

2.	Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(2	Vols.,	NICOT)	

• Comprehensive	commentary	offering	detailed	linguistic,	
historical,	and	theological	analysis	of	Ezekiel,	including	
chapters	4-11.	

3.	John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	&	Commentary	
(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentary)	

• A	concise	yet	thorough	resource	providing	interpretive	
guidance	and	discussion	of	key	passages	in	Ezekiel.	

4.	Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel	
(The	Bible	Speaks	Today)	

• Pastoral	and	theological	insights	on	Ezekiel's	themes,	
particularly	judgments	(ch.	4-7)	and	visions	of	God's	
glory	(ch.	8-11).	

5.	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	Testament	
(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	Matthews,	and	Mark	W.	
Chavalas)	

• Cultural	and	archaeological	notes	that	shed	light	on	the	
symbolism	in	Ezekiel's	enacted	prophecies	and	temple	
visions.	
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6.	Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Backgrounds	Commentary:	
Old	Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton)	

• Helpful	for	visual	aids	and	contextual	details	about	
Israel's	idolatry,	the	Babylonian	siege,	and	ancient	near-
eastern	worship	practices.	

7.	Bible	Atlas	&	Maps	

• Any	reputable	Bible	atlas	(e.g.,	Holman	Bible	Atlas)	or	
map	set	can	clarify	geographic	references	relevant	to	the	
siege	of	Jerusalem	and	the	exilic	context.	

These	sources	collectively	support	the	themes	of	Ezekiel's	
symbolic	acts,	the	gravity	of	Judah's	sin,	and	the	unfolding	vision	
of	God's	departure	from	the	temple	while	still	offering	hope	for	a	
future	restored	relationship.	
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CHAPTER 3 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(NASB	1995)	

• Primary	source	text	for	direct	quotations	and	contextual	
study	of	Ezekiel's	oracles	and	parables.	

2.	Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	
(NICOT	Series,	Vols.	1	&	2)	

• Offers	extensive	exegesis	on	each	chapter,	detailed	
linguistic	analysis,	and	theological	reflection	on	Ezekiel's	
messages.	

3.	John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	&	Commentary	
(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentaries)	

• Presents	a	concise,	verse-by-verse	discussion,	including	
historical	background	and	practical	insights	for	Ezekiel	
12-24.	

4.	Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel		
(The	Bible	Speaks	Today)	

• Emphasizes	the	themes	of	judgment,	hope,	and	the	
nature	of	sin,	with	particular	attention	to	Ezekiel's	
visions	and	symbolic	acts.	

5.	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	Testament	
(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	Matthews,	and	Mark	W.	
Chavalas)	
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• Provides	cultural	and	archaeological	data	related	to	
ancient	Near	Eastern	practices,	political	alliances,	and	
religious	syncretism	evident	in	these	chapters.	

6.	The	Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Backgrounds	
Commentary:	Old	Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton)	

• Visual	aids,	historical	context,	and	explanations	of	
biblical	customs,	especially	helpful	for	understanding	
Ezekiel's	symbolic	imagery	and	parables.	

7.	Bible	Atlases	&	Maps	(e.g.,	Holman	Bible	Atlas)	

• Contextualize	Israel's	political	situation,	the	Babylonian	
threat,	and	geographic	references	tied	to	Ezekiel's	
enacted	prophecies.	

These	resources	enrich	the	study	of	Ezekiel	12-24,	illuminating	
the	prophet's	historical	setting,	literary	techniques,	and	
theological	emphases	on	sin,	judgment,	and	the	enduring	
possibility	of	repentance.	
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CHAPTER 4 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(NASB	1995)	

• Primary	text	for	direct	quotations	and	in-depth	study	of	
the	prophecies	against	the	nations	and	the	shepherd	
imagery	in	Ezekiel.	

2.	Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(NICOT	Series,	Vols.	1	&	
2)	

• Offers	detailed	exegesis	on	each	passage,	including	
chapters	25-34,	with	a	focus	on	historical	context,	
linguistic	detail,	and	theological	application.	

3.	John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	&	
Commentary	(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentary)	

• A	concise	commentary	suitable	for	both	academic	and	
pastoral	settings,	offering	chapter-by-chapter	
explanations	and	thematic	discussions.	

4.	Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel	(The	Bible	
Speaks	Today)	

• Provides	practical	and	theological	reflections	on	
Ezekiel's	oracles	to	the	nations	(ch.	25-32)	and	the	
"Good	Shepherd"	passages	(ch.	33-34).	

5.	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	
Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	Matthews,	and	
Mark	W.	Chavalas)	
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• Cultural,	historical,	and	archaeological	notes	that	clarify	
the	backgrounds	of	Tyre,	Egypt,	and	other	nations	
mentioned	in	Ezekiel	25-32,	as	well	as	leadership	
metaphors	in	33-34.	

6.	The	Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Backgrounds	
Commentary:	Old	Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton)	

• Includes	visual	aids,	photographs,	maps,	and	additional	
background	information	to	help	situate	Ezekiel's	
prophecies	in	their	ancient	Near	Eastern	milieu.	

7.	Bible	Atlases	&	Historical	Works	(e.g.,	Holman	Bible	Atlas)	

• Useful	for	understanding	geopolitical	details	regarding	
Ammon,	Moab,	Edom,	Philistia,	Tyre,	and	Egypt;	also	
aids	in	appreciating	the	geography	tied	to	Ezekiel's	
"shepherd"	imagery.	

These	sources	collectively	support	the	study	of	Ezekiel	25-34,	
helping	readers	engage	with	the	text's	judgments	against	the	
nations	and	the	renewed	emphasis	on	God	as	the	ultimate	
Shepherd	of	His	people.	
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CHAPTER 5 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(NASB	1995)	

• Primary	scriptural	source	for	direct	quotation	and	
contextual	reading	of	Ezekiel	35-39.	

2.	Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(NICOT,	Vols.	1	&	2)	

• Detailed	commentary	covering	historical	background,	
literary	structure,	and	theological	themes	in	Ezekiel,	
including	the	Gog	and	Magog	prophecies.	

3.	John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	&	
Commentary	(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentary)	

• Provides	concise	exegesis	and	easily	accessible	insights	
on	the	major	sections	of	Ezekiel,	helpful	for	both	
pastoral	teaching	and	personal	study.	

4.	Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel	
(The	Bible	Speaks	Today)	

• Offers	pastoral	reflections	on	Israel's	restoration,	the	
valley	of	dry	bones,	and	the	final	battle	motif,	
emphasizing	how	these	texts	shape	Christian	hope.	

5.	Kim	Riddlebarger,	A	Case	for	Amillennialism:	
Understanding	the	End	Times	

• A	thorough	presentation	of	the	amillennial	viewpoint,	
discussing	prophetic	passages	(like	Ezekiel	38-39)	in	
light	of	broader	eschatological	themes.	
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6.	Sam	Storms,	Kingdom	Come:	The	Amillennial	Alternative	

• Explores	key	eschatological	issues,	including	the	
interpretation	of	Gog	and	Magog	in	Revelation	20	and	its	
Old	Testament	background	in	Ezekiel.	

7.	Anthony	A.	Hoekema,	The	Bible	and	the	Future	

• Classic	work	from	an	amillennial	perspective,	examining	
biblical	prophecy	and	demonstrating	how	Old	
Testament	visions	(such	as	Ezekiel's)	ultimately	point	to	
God's	final	triumph	over	evil.	

8.	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	
Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	Matthews,	and	
Mark	W.	Chavalas)	

• Cultural,	historical,	and	archaeological	insights	into	the	
references	to	Edom,	the	"new	heart"	theme,	and	the	
climactic	battle	imagery	in	Ezekiel	35-39.	
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CHAPTER 6 

1.	The	Holy	Bible	(NASB	1995)	

• Primary	text	for	direct	quotation	and	exegetical	study	of	
Ezekiel's	visionary	description	of	the	new	temple,	city,	
and	land.	

2.	Daniel	I.	Block,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(NICOT,	Vol.	2:	
Chapters	25-48)	

• An	extensive	commentary	that	offers	in-depth	linguistic	
analysis,	theological	reflections,	and	historical-cultural	
insights	on	Ezekiel's	final	temple	vision.	

3.	John	B.	Taylor,	Ezekiel:	An	Introduction	and	
Commentary	(Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentaries)	

• A	concise	but	thorough	approach	to	Ezekiel's	symbolic	
dimensions,	including	the	architectural	details	of	the	
new	temple	and	the	city.	

4.	Christopher	J.	H.	Wright,	The	Message	of	Ezekiel	(The	Bible	
Speaks	Today)	

• Discusses	how	these	culminating	chapters	underline	
themes	of	restoration	and	God's	holiness,	while	also	
connecting	them	to	practical	applications	for	faith	
communities.	

5.	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	Old	
Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton,	Victor	H.	Matthews,	and	
Mark	W.	Chavalas)	
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• Provides	archaeological	and	cultural	notes	to	clarify	the	
temple's	measurements,	priestly	functions,	and	the	land	
allotments	in	Ezekiel	40-48.	

6.	The	Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Backgrounds	
Commentary:	Old	Testament	(Edited	by	John	H.	Walton)	

• Contains	visual	aids	(maps,	diagrams)	and	additional	
background	material	to	help	readers	grasp	the	scope	
and	symbolic	nature	of	Ezekiel's	grand	vision.	

7.	Anthony	A.	Hoekema,	The	Bible	and	the	Future	

• Although	focused	on	eschatology,	it	offers	insights	into	
differing	views	on	Ezekiel's	prophetic	temple	vision,	
including	amillennial	perspectives	on	the	nature	of	these	
chapters.	

8.	Holman	Bible	Atlas	/	Other	Scholarly	Bible	Atlases	

• Useful	for	contextualizing	Ezekiel's	geography	and	for	
illustrating	how	the	land	might	be	divided	among	the	
tribes	according	to	the	final	chapters.	
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BibleTalk.tv is an 
Internet Mission Work. 
We	 provide	 video	 and	 textual	 Bible	 teaching	 material	 on	 our	
website	 and	 mobile	 apps	 for	 free.	 We	 enable	 churches	 and	
individuals	all	over	the	world	to	have	access	to	high	quality	Bible	
materials	for	personal	growth,	group	study	or	for	teaching	in	their	
classes.	

The	 goal	 of	 this	 mission	 work	 is	 to	 spread	 the	 gospel	 to	 the	
greatest	number	of	people	using	the	latest	technology	available.	
For	the	first	time	in	history,	it	is	becoming	possible	to	preach	the	
gospel	 to	 the	 entire	 world	 at	 once.	 BibleTalk.tv	 is	 an	 effort	 to	
preach	the	gospel	to	all	nations	every	day	until	Jesus	returns.	

The	Choctaw	Church	of	Christ	in	Oklahoma	City	is	the	sponsoring	
congregation	 for	 this	 work	 and	 provides	 the	 oversight	 for	 the	
BibleTalk.tv	ministry	team.	If	you	would	like	information	on	how	
you	 can	 support	 this	 ministry,	 please	 go	 to	 the	 link	 provided	
below.	

bibletalk.tv/support	


